
















 
Electoral Equality 
 

Ward Cllrs Electorate 2028 Variance 

West Auckland 2 8835 6% 

Evenwood 2 7877 -5% 

Barnard Castle 3 11206 -10% 

 
All three of the wards impacted by this amendment are within the 10% variance. Whilst we 
acknowledge that Barnard Castle would be right at the limit of what the Boundary 
Commission are able to accept, we feel that this would be fair and justified in the 
circumstances, considering the size and rurality of the area.  
 
We note that the Teesdale Branch of the Labour Party have made a submission for three 
single-member wards, one of which would cover the Town of Barnard Castle. We would 
welcome this in principle so long as it does not subtract from a two-member West Auckland 
Ward as outlined above.  
 
Community Links and Identity 
 
We feel that the draft warding pattern can be most improved in this part of the County by 
recognising the close community links and shared identity that villages to the North of West 
Auckland share with the current West Auckland Ward. We feel that the LGBCE should listen 
to these communities and should ensure that they are represented as part of a two-member 
West Auckland Ward. Close links were formed between many of these villages after they 
were subject to Category D status.  
 
This amendment would also reduce the size of the proposed Evenwood Ward. We feel that it 
would be a much better reflection of community links and identity as a two-member ward. 
 
We have previously made the case for a three member Barnard Castle Ward and maintain 
that this would be a feasible option, but we note the comments from the Commission about 
our original proposal for Evenwood and Weardale. In order to reflect this, we are now 
proposing to change the boundary between Evenwood and Barnard Castle to ensure that 
both areas present decent levels of Electoral Equality alongside a two member West 
Auckland Division.  
 
As explained above, we would also be minded so support a pattern of three single-member 
wards for Barnard Castle, with one ward representing the town itself. This is because the 
Town has different needs and identity to the rest of the ward. However, we would only be 
supportive of such a move, if it could sit alongside a two-member West Auckland ward.  
 
Convenient and Effective Local Government 
 
We feel that this amendment will make all three divisions much more effective. For West 
Auckland this will ensure that community links are respected and protected and will make 



local Government more convenient. The ward will have clear boundaries and already has 
strong internal community links.  
 
This amendment will also ensure that the Evenwood Ward does not become too large and 
unwieldy. It will also reduce the amount of electors in the Barnard Castle Division, as a 
reflection of the predominantly rural nature of the ward.  
 
 
 
 
  







and the village of Castle Eden reduced in size which then gave way to the community of 
Hesleden. 
 
Since this time, the communities have shared many struggles and faced many issues 
together.  This includes the current on-going issue of the restoration of the above mentioned 
pit heap.  The residents of Castle Eden and Hesleden have come together to support one-
another. 
 
Hesleden and Castle Eden both have limited amenities within the villages.  Hesleden has a 
small village shop which is heavily relied on by the residents of Castle Eden.  Children from 
Castle Eden also attend the local primary school within Hesleden and spend time within the 
local Workingmen’s Club in Hesleden. 
 
All of the villages face similar issues with regards to local transport.  As they are rural 
communities, transport not only links all of the communities together but they also share 
the same bus to link to the nearest towns.  They all face similar issues in being able to access 
vital amenities due to their nature and layout. 
 
The above information shows how the villages within both divisions share a linked history 
and share similar current circumstances and in light of this, we feel that there is a strong 
justification for combining the proposed Monk Hesledon and Castle Eden Divisions.  
 
Convenient and Effective Local Government  
 
We feel that this arrangement will improve the warding pattern and provide more effective 
and convenient local government by ensuring that these communities are represented in a 
two-member ward, most of which already share significant historic and community links.  
 
 




