


Consultation Response – Electoral Arrangements – West Northamptonshire (Northampton 
Town parish wards) 

Northampton Town Council is a unique parish council and the current arrangement of wards 
has served the town well. Residents are familiar with their neighbours, live in similar types 
of housing, in similar neighbourhoods, face the same challenges and have much in common.   

Northampton Town Council is largest town council by population in the country, consisting 
of 21 wards, each the equivalent size of many parish councils.   

NTC have considered the proposal put forward by the boundary commission and is 
unanimously of the opinion that the current parish ward boundaries should remain as they 
are.  The reasons for this are: 

• The current arrangements reflect the identities and interests of local communities, 
secure effective and convenient local government and offer greater equality of 
representation than the proposed wards do.   

• Northampton Town Council (NTC) is a new council (2 years old) and is working hard 
to establish itself within the principle council area of West Northamptonshire 

• Continuity is key for parishioners to avoid confusion and promote confidence in local 
democracy  

• The current NTC wards are based on historic communities many of which identify 
strongly with the current ward in which they reside 

• The current wards are established communities many of which have residents’ 
associations based along those lines, community centres which take the name of 
their ward 

• The Town Council has had much success in its wards, expanding bloom projects on a 
ward basis to cover the whole town, and offering grants through councillors to 
support projects in their wards 

• The Town Council has built strong community links within the existing wards with 
clubs, societies, charities and residents associations 

History 

Many of the wards have along history dating back centuries, for example Semilong.  The 
strong identity that residents have with the Semilong area is considerable and the loss of 
this ward and the area will be detrimental to this. 

The proposal removes Abington from the ward map completely.  Abington is a 
neighbourhood which lends its name to a prominent Green Flag park used by all of 
Northampton.   

The proposal will  disrupt these communities and their identities, the opposite of what town 
and parish councils are supposed to stand for and what we understand the intention of the 
boundary commission to be.   

 







• The two outliers (Billing Aquadrome and Marina) are massively out of sync and over 
represented 

• Similarly, Moulton Leys, and Queens Park have a disproportionate 
overrepresentation  

• The current arrangement is convenient in terms of arranging local government 
elections, and for the electorate who know their ward and where to go to vote 

• The current ward boundaries are proven in providing secure effective and 
convenient local government.   

As detailed, Northampton is unique in parish council terms and therefore should be 
considered when looking at the wards.  The Town Council’s size, population and diversity 
are all factors that help make it what it is and these are effectively reflected in the current 
ward arrangements.   

It is the considered view of councillors that there should be no change to the current ward 
boundaries. The changes proposed take no account of the demographic or socio-economic 
nature of our diverse and multicultural communities. There is no logic in destroying the 
community cohesion which has built up over many years of engagement and hard work.  

For all the above reasons NTC asks that the Boundary Commission do not amend the current 
Town Council ward boundaries. 

 




