
 

 

RUSHCLIFFE 
ELECTORAL REVIEW 

Nottinghamshire County Council response 

General comments 

 
Large areas 
The Council has some concerns about the large size of some proposed rural Wards and the 

number of parishes that they incorporate. While these are often proposed to be multi-

Member Wards, this would not necessarily mean the workload could be shared. This is 

partly driven by concerns about being seen and accessible. There are also barriers where 

seats within multi-Member Wards are not held by a single political group. In these 

circumstances it significantly increases the number of parish councils and parish meetings 

each Ward Councillor would need to attend. Having to attend so many meetings may deter 

potential candidates for election. 

 

3 member wards 
In preparing the response to the Commission’s proposals, several Members expressed 

strong objection and concern to multi-Councillor Wards. Reasons included concerns around 

workload; Councillors within a multi–Member Ward felt that there was an expectation that 

they respond to everything and attend all relevant meetings within their area. There was also 

concern that this could lead to a lack of accountability. 

There is some acknowledgement that, in some urban areas there are large communities and 

few distinct boundaries.  

Population growth and the Councillor : elector ratio 
Concern was expressed about the expected population growth in Rushcliffe by 2027 and the 

impact this would have on the Councillor : elector ratio.  

The electorate in 2020 was 90,558 and is projected to increase to 107,012 by 2027 (18%). 

With the Council size proposed to remain the same, this will have a significant impact on the 

Councillor : elector ratio, increasing it from 1 : 2,058 to 1 : 2,432. Noting comments about 

multi member Wards, that would mean that on average, Councillors in three Member Wards 

would be serving an electorate of 7,296 electors, who could be spread out over a significant 
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area. This could place large demands on individuals where there is Councillors for the area 

represent multiple parties. 

Retaining the same number of Councillors over the larger electorate would lead to the 

Councillor : Elector ratio exceeding comparable areas within Nottinghamshire, for example 

the ratio in Gedling is currently 2,198 electors per Council, while the average for Newark and 

Sherwood is 2,379 electors per Councillor.  In Bassetlaw the ratio is even lower with an 

average of 1,845 electors per Councillor.   The conclusion was therefore drawn that in order 

to accommodate the projected 18% elector increase, with its consequential increase in 

workload, the Council size should increase rather than remain 44 members. 

Aligning boundaries 
Councillors felt it would be helpful that, wherever possible, Ward boundaries should align 

with Division boundaries to avoid confusion and create a sense of place.














