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I have lived in Oakwood for over twenty years. I support the Boundary Commission Draft Proposals
in full. I am very much against counter proposals which would split Oakwood between three
separate Wards because this suggestion is unreasonable and illogical. A strong community is not
built by the random allocation of houses into various Wards based on numerical data. The Oakwood
estate is already a cohesive area and residents would consider themselves to be part of Oakwood,
not part of eg. Breadsall Hilltop. The Green Wedge to the North of the Ward is of vital importance
to Chaddesden Wood Local Nature Reserve. The LNR will be best protected from ecological damage
by retaining the Green Wedge within the same Ward as the ancient oak woodland so that the
important link between the two can be represented by the same Councillors. The Draft Proposals
maintain this link and therefore have my support.
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