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One thing is immediately clear- Ashtead as a whole is its own island; surrounded by Green Belt on
most of its circumference, and cut off by the M25 on its 4th, it has its own identity and its own
society. The Covid pandemic and associated 'lock-downs have shown how easy it is to live with all
needs supplied without having to venture to its nearest towns. The 'future' populations of each ward
are interesting but not reliable; the increase in Park Ward seems to assume approval of Mole
Valley's Local Development Plan, which envisages new homes close to the M25 on Green Belt. The
Planning Inspector has yet to receive the Plan. If that does go ahead, I would advocate a 3rd
Councillor for Park Ward, to be provided by the loss of one Councillor from the rural south of Mole
Valley. Ashtead, like most of the Homes Counties is full, so if it has to provide more housing, it
should have the Local Government resources to enable it to function efficiently. I see no reason to
change the Ward boundaries at this stage of the consultation process.
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