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The first elections to the new West Northamptonshire council were in 2021 and based on ward boundaries for the former County Council that had 
been drawn up in 2013. At the time the council was being set up Liberal Democrats had argued that a boundary review should have been 
undertaken so communities were better represented in the new council. So we welcome this current review and the opportunity to be able to 
enhance our local democracy by ensuring wards are now more closely aligned to areas recognised by our residents.  

Our approach to this review has been to favour a mixture of single and multi-member wards with a preference for single member wards where an 
identified community or locality makes it relevant. 

Particularly in the urban areas of Northampton and Daventry we think single member wards helps strengthen local accountability and enables the 
wards to be created around more distinct and recognisable communities. Examples are Kingsthorpe village, Kings Heath and Spencer. In 
Daventry keeping similar new estates together makes sense such as Monksmoor and Lang Farm as these areas already have identifiable 
communities and shared local services or centres.

Where we have kept 3 member wards it has been more about keeping areas together such as Semilong, Northampton town centre and Abington 
which recognises urban centres and allows for representation from a diverse community.

In the former South Northants and Daventry areas we have maintained a view that residents’ interests can be better represented by maintaining 
rural community and Parish council boundaries and by not attempting to force urban and rural communities together. This does necessitate more 
multi-member wards but where we can we have tried to break these down into 2 member and single member wards. 

The Liberal Democrats took the decision in 2020 to re-organise ourselves to reflect the new local Government arrangements created by the 
setting up of the West Northamptonshire Council. This has enabled us to take a council wide view and draw on input from each of the three areas 
where we also have councillors both at the Unitary, Parish & Town level. We believe this has enable us to come out with a balanced proposal that 
improves electoral equality, helps enhance community interests, reflects natural boundaries, and so will help make local Government more 
effective and relevant for the citizens it serves.

 
Andrew Simpson 
Chair, West Northants Liberal Democrats

October 2022
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1. FOREWORD
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2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Our approach has been heavily focused on identifying natural communities and creating wards which have commonalities, for 
example such things as shared medical facilities, educational establishments and strong community links.  


Our warding review, having taken into account communities and natural barriers has led to our proposal of 76 councillors across 47 
wards. 


We understand that, under the terms of the LGBCE, it is permissible to amend the agreed numbers from the initial identification of 
council staging  of 77 by one in either direction.  We have endeavoured to provide as many single member wards as possible, as we 
have a strong philosophy of localism and community representation.  We also believe that single member wards provide the greatest 
level of presentation and accountability.  


As we have arrived an overall representation of 76,  we have amended our average voter representation as follows to ensure that the 
variance reflected is as accurate a possible:


Single Member ward	  	 4,283

Two Member ward	  	 	 8,565

Three Member ward	  	 12,848


Our process has engaged our elected West Northants Councillors, and included  local campaign groups and Parish Councillors.


This proposal has been endorsed by the West Northants Liberal Democrats Executive on 27 October 2022.



3.1  West Northamptonshire is a large mixed urban and rural local authority which assumed the full range of unitary functions for the 
area of the three former District and Borough Councils and the County Council of Northamptonshire on 1 April 2021 following local 
government reorganisation. It is situated at the southernmost tip of the East Midlands Region and has close links with North 
Northamptonshire Council, which was created our of the same local government reorganisation as the other unitary council covering 
the area of the former County Council and which is also undergoing an electoral review.


3.2  There are several urban and rural centres within West Northamptonshire, including Northampton, Daventry, Towcester and 
Brackley. 55% of the population of West Northamptonshire live in Northampton (the area covered by the former Northampton 
Borough) which equates to 2,777 people per sq km. Population density in the rest of West Northamptonshire, which is predominantly 
rural or centred around smaller market towns, is around 90% lower at 282 people per sq km. 


3.3  This mixture results in different challenges and opportunities across the district. Outside of the large county town the Council 
also has many sparsely populated wards and a significant number of parish councils and parish meetings representing the rural area. 
The total number of parish councils and meetings in West Northamptonshire is 166. 


3.4  Transport links are a major influence on West Northamptonshire. The district is intersected by three motorways; the M1, M40 and 
M45. The M6 is only a few miles from Junction 18 of the M1. The area has a number of strategic A-roads that also play a part in 
shaping and connecting communities. These include the A14, A5, A45, A508, A428, A361 and A43.


3.5  The West Coast Main Line, one of the busiest mixed-traffic rail lines in Europe, runs through the heart of the district. Trains stop 
at Northampton and Long Buckby on the Northampton loop of the main line between London and Birmingham and there is a rural 
station at Kings Sutton on the Chiltern Main Line, which runs into London Marylebone. West Northamptonshire is home to the major 
rail freight terminal DIRFT (Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal) and a second large rail freight terminal is under construction 
to the south of Northampton, adjacent to Junction 15 of the M1. The HS2 rail line that is under construction will bisect West 
Northamptonshire to the west of Brackley. 

3.6  This combination of strategic connectivity is a key characteristic of West Northamptonshire and helps to shape the community, 
economic and environmental characteristics of the area. Older transport links have played a similar role in the past. Towns such as 
Towcester grew up on historic coaching routes from London, while the Grand Union Canal runs through many of our villages and 
towns such as Braunston, Weedon Bec, Northampton, Bugbrooke, Stoke Bruerne and Cosgrove. The Oxford Canal also links to the  
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Grand Union Canal at Braunston and travels down to Aynho in the south of the district.  The River Nene runs through many of our 
towns and villages, including the county town of Northampton.  

3.7  The character of West Northamptonshire provides for opportunities, in terms of industry and economic growth, but also 
challenges due to the mobile population which can work, shop and do business outside of the area as well as locally. The district does 
not demonstrate a higher level of deprivation than the national average but has pockets of deprivation in key areas. The makeup of 
the area is not significantly diverse in terms of demographic pressures, but there are challenges and opportunities.  

3.8  There is a growing older population, particularly in rural areas, and growing diversity. There are parts of the area which are made 
up of traditional, affluent communities with an ageing population and limited diversity.  There are in contrast areas where the 
population age is more mixed, there is increasing multi culturalism and diversity and the economic opportunities are diverse. Overall 
there is a growing older population.  Housing prices in West Northamptonshire are lower than the national average and are growing 
more slowly than the national average.   

3.9  Transport links are very good for travelling to key urban centres within and outside the district, but travelling from place to place 
in rural areas is more difficult.  There are challenges for councillors representing large rural wards in attending meetings at the large 
number of parish councils within their areas.  It is likewise challenging for members who represent wards in areas of higher 
deprivation to meet the needs of the communities in their area.   
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4.1  West Northampton Liberal Democrats are proposing 47 wards across the area, with a combination single, double and triple 
member wards. Our entire focus has been on core communities (where feasible),  taking account of physical boundaries, such as core 
artery roads, such as the motorways, canals, rivers etc. The approach taken has been to follow as close as possible the three core 
criteria set out by the Local Government Boundary Review Commission (LGBRC),  specifically:


- aiming to ensure that the new pattern of wards has each councillor representing roughly the same number of voters as elsewhere in 
the authority 


- ward patterns reflecting, as far possible, reflecting community interests and identities  with boundaries being identifiable 

- electoral arrangements promoting effective and convenient local government which reflects the electoral cycle of the council 


4.2   We have further endeavoured to ensure that there is the opportunity for councillors to further develop community relationships,  by 
incorporating a number of single member wards.  This philosophy will also build greater accountability for councillors to work and 
deliver on behalf of their electorate rather than what has happened in the past with all three member wards seeing some councillors less 
than active. Localism is in the DNA of the Liberal Democrats and the approach taken clearly follows this trajectory of connecting 
Councillors very clearly to their communities and empowering local communities to be able to make appropriate electoral choices for 
those who they believe will represent them best.


4.3  The ward names, the forecast electorate numbers and the variance from the average number of electors per ward are set out at 
Table 1 below.
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The following narratives sets out in detail our rationale for the creation of the wards,  using the following criteria as set out in the 
LGBCE guidelines:


- the new pattern of wards should mean that each councillor represents roughly the same number of voters as elected members 
elsewhere in the authority


- ward patterns should, as far as possible, reflect community interests and identities and boundaries should be identifiable

- the electoral arrangements should promote effective and convenient local government and reflect the electoral cycle of the council 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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

1. Braunston & Crick

1.1  The Braunston & Crick ward has natural boundaries on three sides of the ward, to the South the town of Daventry, to the East the 
county of Warwickshire and to the North the county of Leicestershire.  It identifies as a rural ward. 


The proposal is for a two-member ward containing 8,973 electors covering three large villages of West Haddon, Crick and Braunston 
with the smaller villages in between including the parishes of Braunston, Welton, Ashby-St Ledgers, Barby, Onley, Kilsby, Crick and 
West Haddon. This will result in a variance of 4%. 


This creates a collection of villages with common interests and issues.  For example, West Haddon, which is the neighbouring village 
to Crick, faces similar issues and challenges such as the expansion of DIRFT and traffic issues; West Haddon, Crick, Barby, Welton, 
Braunston, Watford and Kilsby share GP services through Crick Medical Practice which also has a surgery located in West Haddon.


Winwick is included in this ward as Winwick and West Haddon churches are combined and have shared community activities such 
as an open air cinema and theatre.  Winwick residents go to the local shops and facilities in Crick and West Haddon.


The area is intersected by motorways (the M1 and M45), as well as the A5 and A361 and bordered by the A45. Traffic and traffic 
movements are of key concerns for all these villages in particular the areas around the Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal 
where proposed expansion of this facility impacts the area.


The historical canal network is a major attraction and link between the villages with the major centre at Braunston linked through the 
Great Union Canal to the Leicester Line at Crick with canal marinas at Braunston, Barby, Crick and Watford.


Whilst Crick, West Haddon and Braunston maintain local shops, pubs and services such as a Post Offices many of the other villages 
have lost facilities and look to these larger villages instead.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

Whilst located in Northamptonshire this area does tend to look towards Rugby in Warwickshire as well as Daventry as local urban 
centres.  This will require councillors who can build relationships with neighbouring authorities.


A two-member ward with the balance of three similarly sized larger villages at each end with a number of smaller villages in between 
creates a manageable area with similar issues and interest both from a health care, crime and policing, traffic and transport and 
commercial development perspective.

  
 

2.  Saxon Spires (Brixworth & villages) and  Four Rivers (Naseby & villages)  
The proposal set out here is to sub-divide the existing Brixworth ward into two using the following A roads as navigation and 
effectively provide a core through the middle in order to allow for better representation of these communities at WNC.

 

2.1  Four Rivers 
The first part of the proposal is to create a single member ward called Four Rivers which has the A508 at its core, running from 
Brixworth in the south through to Market Harborough. It would have the A43 to the East as its boundary.   From this point on the 
boundary, the area included in West Northamptonshire ends and the area becomes North Northamptonshire.   To the North, the 
boundary borders Leicestershire and Harborough District.   Villages in this part of the county often look north toward Market 
Harborough rather than south to Northampton.

 

The creation of this single member ward would ensure that the councillor supported residents by looking both inwards to West 
Northamptonshire but also outwards to the adjacent municipal areas.

 

The A508 is served by a bus (X7), through its main artery but many villages are !off the beaten track" and served poorly by public 
transport.   Often these connections are look towards Kettering and Wellingborough in the North.  This would further encourage the 
development of relationships in this direction.

 

This ward contains the historic villages of Naseby and Clipston.  The proposal is to name the ward !Four Rivers" to note that Naseby 
and the plateau of land towards Sibertoft form a watershed and contain the sources of four rivers flowing west, south and east; 
namely the River Avon, the northern tributary of the River Nene, the River Use, and the source of the River Welland which can be 
found in fields close to Sibertoft Village.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

Four Rivers will contain 4450 electors and represent a 3% variance. 

 

2.2  Saxon Spires 
The second part of the proposal is the creation of a two-member ward called Saxon Spires, which includes the large primary 
service village of Brixworth to the South and tracks along the A5199 to Welford to the North, incorporating villages to the right and 
left of this main artery A road.   Brixworth and Guilsborough host the two main surgeries for local medical services and operate under 
the same practice management, known as !Saxon Spires".  Many of the surrounding villages in this area utilise these health services. 
To recognise that this ward is wider than just Brixworth, the proposal is to name this ward !Saxon Spires".

 

The A5199 is served by the 59/60 bus which is continually under threat as a subsidised bus service, however recent effort from a 
local councillor has introduced a once a week !shopper hopper" community bus service picking up many of the more remote villages 
with this area. The importance of linking the remote villages with the services and amenities in Brixworth will be supported by the 
formation of the Saxon Spires Ward.


Saxon Spires will cover 8335 electors and represent a -2% variance.

 

3.  Moulton & Overstone 
3.1 We propose that Moulton and Overstone ward is a three member ward with covers 12,499 electors and represents a is -2% 
variance from the average.


This ward continues to experience extensive growth through new developments.  The key corridor of the A43 runs through the centre 
of the ward, between Northampton and Kettering. The largest villages will be Moulton and Overstone however, Boughton is already 
sizeable and growing village in the ward with the development of Buckton Fields which identifies with its neighbour Boughton.   It 
currently holds shared events with Boughton.  Also included in this ward are Hannington and Holcot which are much smaller by 
comparison and fit geographically.  They will benefit by support of the larger neighbouring communities.


4.  Bramptons and Bringtons

4.1  This ward runs across the Northern Boundary of the town, but is largely rural and will benefit from focus from a single councillor 
to support its unique position.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

The villages within this ward are grouped geographically and include Chapel Brampton, Church Brampton, Great Brington, Little 
Brington, Harlestone, Harlestone Manor, Althorp, East Haddon, Holdenby, Ravensthorpe and Pitsford.

		
The area consists of 4,487 electors and represents a variance of +4% from the average for a single member ward. 

  

5.  Long Buckby

5.1  Long Buckby ward includes the primary service village of Long Buckby ward and will consist of 4131 electors which represents a 
-3% variance for a single member ward.


Long Buckby sits nestled in a valley and is served by a railway station, one of the very few villages in West Northants that has a 
station.   Long Buckby has experienced a good deal of growth over the last few years and is a blend of the older !historic" centre and 
the newer builds on the edge of the village near the railway station.   The ward will also include Long Buckby Wharf which shares a 
parish council with Long Buckby and also include the villages of Norton and Whilton which are in close proximity of Long Buckby.

 

6.  Weedon

6.1  Weedon is around 4.5 miles to the South East of Daventry, adjacent to the A5. The largest village in the ward will be Weedon Bec 
(referred to as Weedon colloquially) and Weedon Ward will also include the sizeable villages of Flore and Nether Heyford. There are a 
further thirteen smaller settlements in this ward;  Brockhall,  Badby, Catesby, Charwelton, Dodford, Everdon, Farthingstone, Fawsley, 
Hellidon, Newnham, Staverton, Preston Capes and Stowe-Nine-Churches.  These smaller settlements have community connections 
and identify with Weedon.


The area is bounded by the A45 to the north and Warwickshire to the west.  This rural ward will be best served by two members.  It 
will cover 7840 electors which represents -8% variance.  Given the number of individual communities within this ward, two members 
will ensure that all electors are able to be represented, rather than just the larger settlements, by ensuring attendance at all parish 
councils and parish meetings.

 

7.  Woodford

7.1  Woodford Halse is a primary service village located approximately 6.5 miles south of Daventry Town.  It has several shops and is 
home to some businesses.  With a primary school and a fire station Woodford Halse also hosts a weekly Community Larder which 
serves residents from the neighbouring villages.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

This single member ward will mainly consist of these neighbouring villages within the electoral district of Woodford-cum-Membris; 
Woodford Halse,  Hinton and West Farndon.   It will also include the smaller settlements of Byfield and Cannons Ashby which are 
geographically placed to look to Woodford Halse for services.

		
Woodford Ward will consist of 4,301 electors with a variance of less than 1% from the average and will be represented by one 
member.

			
8.  Daventry Town 
The five wards outlined below are all less than 10% variance from the average electors to member of 4,283.

The town of Daventry is distinct from the surrounding area as it is a sizeable town rather than a village. It is the second largest town in 
West Northamptonshire.  The population of Daventry means it will be represented by five members; we believe the town will be best 
served by five single member wards. 


Even though three of these wards will be at the higher end of the 10% variance we believe the needs of the town and surrounding 
villages do not make sense to have wards which combine parts of the town and surrounding villages as the issues facing these 
differing communities are different enough to warrant special focus by different councillors.


Each of the five wards outlined below will be well served by individual councillors; grouping areas within the town to make larger 
wards will lead to combinations where there is  little commonality. 

 

8.1  Daventry  - Ashby Fields and Middlemore

The boundaries of the ward are the A361 and Northern Way to the West, Eastern Way to the South, Ashby Road, the A361 and the 
parish boundary to the North.


Ashby Fields Primary School and Falconers Hill Schools serve most of the ward. There are shops and pubs which serve the ward in 
Middlemore and Ashby Fields.


This single member ward will cover 4672 electors and represent a 9% variance.

 

8.2  Daventry - Lang Farm and Monksmoor

The boundaries of the ward are the A361 to the East, Northern Way and Daventry Reservoir to the South and the boundary of the 
Parish to the West and North.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

These two newer estates, Lang Farm in the early 2000s and Monksmoor, which is still being built,  will have a common community 
area due to be built on the Monksmoor estates and also have a shared school, Monksmoor Park CE Primary School. 


This single member ward will cover 4420 and represent a 3% variance.

 

8.3  Daventry - Hill

The boundaries for the ward are the parish boundaries to the south and west, Daventry Reservoir to the North and Western Avenue, 
Warwick Street, The High Street and Northern Way.


The two central areas to the ward are the town centre, with the shops, Abbey Junior school and St. James Infant school. In the 
Southbrook estate the central area is the community centre, DSLV schools and shops.


This single member ward will cover 4712 and represent a 10% variance.


8.4  Daventry - Headlands and Timken

The boundaries of the ward are the A361 to the North, Leamington Way, Yeomanry Way and Warwick Street to the south and Ashby 
Road to the East.  The Timken and Headlands estates and interconnected and share shops and football & bowls club.


This single member ward will cover 4697 and represent a 9% variance.


8.5  Daventry  - The Grange

The boundaries of the wards are Leamington Way to the North, Yeomanary Way and Western Avenue to the East and the parish 
boundary to the South and East.  There are shops, a public and primary school at the centre of the ward on the Grange estate.


This single member ward will cover 4627 and represent an 8% variance.
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9.  Brackley 

9.1  Brackley is a town with a distinct sense of community aside from local villages and as such this town will be a distinct ward with 
no villages or rural areas included.   Its still growing population supports the proposal as a three member ward.   The ward aligns with 
the area covered by Brackley Town Council and will cover 12,516 electors and represent a variance of -2%. 


Whilst Brackley has a rich and ancient history, the town has experienced substantial development over the past decades and 
continues to evolve as a town.  Most recent, in the past five years, new developments to the north of the town have centred on 
Radstone Fields Park.  The town has four primary schools, a large secondary school as well as medical centres, a library, leisure 
centres, shops and businesses.  Specifically two Formula One racing teams make their home in Brackley.


10.Towcester 
10.1  Our proposal is a ward pattern that recognises the town’s status as an important, growing market town in an otherwise 
generally rural area. For this reason, we have included a number of villages within a small radius of the town which looks to the town 
and its facilities as the nearest hub.

 

The villages that have been included are Whittlebury, Shutlanger, Stoke Bruerne, Paulerspury, Greens Norton, Easton Neston and 
Tiffield. These villages are nestled to the north, south, west and east but are within easy access of the town.

 

Towcester is a historic market town, with the A5 (the ancient Roman Watling Street route), running right through the centre of the 
town and connecting with the important link road,   the A43, which connects the M40 to the M1.  A further relief road is being 
constructed to the south of the town which will connect the A5 to the A43 at an additional point and a further connection will be 
made with a further roundabout being built on the A43 towards Northampton, as the result of a recent planning approval for a local 
employment area. This will mean the town will have four access points from the A43.

 

Towcester will see significant growth in housing and further related development which is reflected in the forecasted electorate 
figures.   There is a large secondary school, primary schools, medical centres and shops and restaurants all serving the local area. 
There are further plans for a Special Educational Needs school to be built at Tiffield.
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The forecast electorate for Towcester for 2028, including the villages detailed above, is 13,500.   Therefore we propose a three 
member ward with a variance of 5%.   Our view is that this will ensure connected representation and reflect the needs of both the 
town and the surrounding rural villages.


11.  Middleton Cheney

11.1  Middleton Cheney is a rural ward which is only three miles from Banbury.  Many residents identify with Banbury and it seems 
logical in this ward, to follow the geography of the road network - around the A422 and over to the M40 and Banbury.   The 
communities included in this ward are Middleton Cheney along with Greatworth, Halse, Farthinghoe, Chacombe, Thenford, 
Overthorpe and Walkworth and Marston St Lawrence. 


The village of Middleton Cheney is a large village with numerous amenities such as a Post Office, a pharmacy, a sports and social 
club, a library and a secondary school. It is on a major bus route linking it to Banbury and Brackley.  It has a pre school, primary 
school and secondary school to support young families.  There is a pharmacy and a library and two public houses in the village.

This ward will cover 4,288 electors and is in line with the average elector to member ratio of 4,283 to 1.


12.  Kings Sutton

12.1  This part of the county is naturally bordered by Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire.  We propose that Kings Sutton and villages 
along the B4100 to Banbury and south of Brackley, bordering, namely Croughton, Evenley, Aynho, Farthinghoe, Steane, Halse, 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges and Newbottle for the single member ward of Kings Sutton.  Kings Sutton has a rail station connecting 
London, Birmingham and Oxford.  It has both a pre school and a primary school making it an important centre for young families in 
the immediate surrounds.  It has a village shop and post office allowing King’s Sutton and the surrounding area to have a local focus.  
There are two public houses in the village.  Residents of Kings Sutton ward are more likely to access services such as healthcare, 
pharmacies, libraries and the like in Banbury rather than Middleton Cheney.

A single member ward will allow focus for this rural ward which looks towards West Northamptonshire and also outwards towards 
neighbouring Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire.


This ward will represent 4,423 electors; a 3% variance from the average.  

 

13.  Silverstone  
13.1  The village of Silverstone and its surrounding area is proposed as a single member ward. The new ward covers 4,823 electors 
which represents a variance of 12%.   Whilst this variance seems high, the actual numbers of electors over the average is 540. 
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Silverstone, along with its surrounding rural areas, encompass the world famous Silverstone circuit and this area acts as a culturally 
cohesive unit, with clear associations that link the smaller settlements with the larger village.

  

A single member ward centred around one large settlement will be manageable for a single councillor and will reflect the interests of 
the local area, giving clear and effective representation. 


14.  Deanshanger

 14.1  The proposed two member ward is in line with the average elector to member ratio of 8,565:1 as it covers 8,548 electors.  


In addition to Deanshanger, which is the largest settlement in Deanshanger Ward, there are three other sizeable villages, namely 
Yardley Gobion, Old Stratford and Potterspury.  In addition georgraphically grouped smaller settlements are included in this ward, 
namely, Ashton, Wicken, Alderton and Cosgrove, Grafton Regis. 

 

Yardley Gobion and Pottersbury are linked to Old Stratford via the A5 and A508 corridor. Deanshanger and Old Stratford have a very 
close working relationship, as these two settlements not only share a common border, but also have a culture closely connected to 
Milton Keynes, especially the settlements of Stony Stratford and Wolverton. 

  

The proposed new ward will be an area that will be more easily managed by two councillors and will mean that all of the villages will 
be represented. 

 

15.  Cogenhoe and Hackleton

15.1  This is an area of rural villages with geography being the main linking factor.   Hackleton is the largest single community 
followed by Cogenhoe.   These two communities along with the villages of Castle Ashby, Brafield on the Green, Denton, Yardley 
Hastings and Little Houghton, form a logical string along the A428 from Northampton towards Bedford in the east. 


The electoral numbers are 4,721 which represents a +10% variance.


16.  Grange Park and Roade 
16.1  Grange Park and  Roade are the largest settlements in this two member ward which also encompasses the surrounding villages 
of Quinton, Hartwell, Courteenhall  and Piddington.
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Grange Park is a relatively new settlement close to the M1.  It has numerous businesses located here including two hotels and a 
small industrial estate.  Amongst the facilities for residents are a primary school, a doctors surgery, a community centre and a sports 
pavilion.  Sited 2 miles from Grange Park on the A 508 the village of Roade has a secondary school which has Grange Park in its 
catchment area.  It also has a primary school and has a Post Office and local shops.  Roade also hosts a weekly Community Larder 
for residents from the surrounding area.  


This ward covers 9,020 electors which represents +5% variance.

 

17.  Bugbrooke

17.1 The largest settlement in this ward is Bugbrooke with Blisworth, Pattishall, Harpole and Kislingbury being sizeable in their own 
right.  This ward also encompasses the smaller villages  of Gayton, Milton Malsor and Rothersthorpe.  The villages surrounding 
Bugbrooke have schools that feed into Campion school in Bugbrooke, so there are established community links here. The villages 
share medical facilities in Blisworth.  These villages have been associated with each other in council wards for some time.


The proposed ward has 8,777 electors which produces a 2% variance

 

18. The Shires

This part of South Northants is a scattering of small rural villages north of the B4525, east of the A423 and west of the A43. There is 
no single large community dominating this area, it is a series of villages linked by country roads.  These villages vary in what they 
consider to be their natural market town – Banbury in some cases, Brackley in others, Silverstone for some, Towcester for others.

Grouping these villages together recognises the challenges and opportunities afforded by small rural communities.  We recommend 
as a single member ward which will cover 4,769 electors across these parishes representing an 11% variance.


Whilst this variance seems high, the actual numbers of electors over the average is 486.  


There is no natural centre to this area. Banbury, which is outside our electoral area, is likely the main focus for many of these villages. 
It is reasonable to work on the basis that the issues affecting these scattered villages will tend to be similar and grouping them 
together may help to highlight those issues, which are very different from those in other wards.
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19.  Lings

19.1 Lings will create a single-member ward by bringing together three areas with shared community facilities around Lings/Lings 
Wood and Lings Way.    This area includes four local schools: Lings Primary School, Lumbertubs Primary,  Billing Brook Special 
School, and the Northampton Academy as well as the West Favell Shopping Centre and shared healthcare facilities. It includes the 
popular Lings Wood Park and Lings Wood Nature Reserve as well as playing fields and the Billing Arbours Wood creating a border 
with the Thorplands area to the north. 


The Rillwood Medical Centre serves this entire area as do sports and leisure facilities provided at Lings Form and through the various 
schools sites.  The A43 (Lumbertubs Way) forms a natural western boundary with the Wellingborough Road (A45) to the south. The 
east is bordered by Lings Way and there is a clean green space between the north of this area and the housing estates beyond.

 

This creates a single-member ward around the Lings community which was largely built up with the expansion of Northampton 
around the 1970s. The housing estates are similar in design and includes some areas of social housing. This compact ward will serve 
residents better with shared interests and community facilities.  


This ward will cover 4,032 electors and represent a -5% variance.

 

20.  Talavera

20.1  The proposal is for a two member ward that Includes the areas and housing estates of Southfields, Round Spinney, Thorplands, 
Goldings, Overstone Lodge and the northern half of Rectory Farm. This brings together all the estates around the main Talavera Way 
(A5076).

 

This ward represents the northern edge of Northampton town.  The western boundary of this ward is the A43 and the northern area 
of Rectory Farm.   To the north there is largely green space and fields bordered by the parishes of Moulton and Overstone. The 
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southern boundary is largely formed by green spaces between housing estates including Lings Wood with Blackthorn Road also 
forming part of the southern boundary.  The A5076 Talavera Way crosses the centre of the ward.


The ward is served by primary schools; Thorplands Primary School, Woodvale Primary Academy and Rectory Farm Primary school 
with the large secondary school Northampton Academy to the south of the ward.


The area includes a number of community and local centres at Southfields, Pharmacy and local shops off Billing Brook Road in 
Thorplands and the Woodview Medical Centre serving the community.

 

This two-member ward improves the electoral accountability by bringing together the communities bordering each other along the 
Talavera Way providing an electorate with shared common facilities and outlook.  It covers 8,372 electors representing a variance of 
-2%.

   
21.  Kingsthorpe St Davids

21.1 The proposal is for a two- member ward containing 8,235 electors which represents -3% variance.  This largely re-establishes 
the former St David Ward that was in place in 2010 and was defined a recognised locality within the greater Kingsthorpe area. 


With Boughton Green Road forming a natural boundary for this area to the north and the Harborough Road/Kingsthorpe Road (A508) 
to the west this creates a clear geographical area that has, up until 2010, been served by much of the former Northampton Borough 
Council St David Ward. 


Kingsthorpe Golf Course and former Kingsthorpe school playing fields form a ‘green’ boundary to the east. The addition of the former 
University site developments and Queens Park to the south makes this a compact area with residential areas of similar housing – 
ranging from Victorian Terraces through to 1950s former social housing estates.  There are areas with more modern social housing in 
the area around St David’s Church which is located in the heart of the area. 


The southern boundary is Balfour Road which is the natural boundary along Kingsthorpe Hollow and alongside the Malcolm Arnold 
School site. The ward includes the western side of Kingsthorpe retail and business alongside the A508. The whole area is well 
connect by through routes such as Eastern Avenue North and South – with bus routes connecting the area..
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A two -member ward here reflects the former arrangements in place up until 2010 which allowed for this compact area to be well 
served.

 


22.  Kingsthorpe Village

22.1  Kingsthorpe is a village lying two miles north of Northampton town centre to the west of the Welford Road (A5199). Kingsthorpe 
The village has developed organically over several centuries but retained its distinct village character in its historical heart around the 
St John the Baptist church and the village green.


There is a great community established in the village which attracts support from the wider area. The village is a conservation area 
with many of the houses and walled boundaries built from traditional Northamptonshire sandstone.


The residential housing estates to the north are all linked through to the village via Knights Lane with The Queen Adelaide pub a local 
focal point for this area.


Kingsthorpe Primary School in the heart of the village serves the whole of this proposed area and there is also Northgate Special 
School adjacent to Thornton Park (also known as Kingsthorpe Park). An active Friends of Thornton Park Group works to improve the 
park and is supported across the area.


The Welford Road (A5199) and then the A5608 Harborough Road acts as a natural boundary to the north and east with the Brampton 
Valley to the west – with the Brampton Valley Way pedestrian route linking the area plus the river running alongside the proposed 
ward boundary. The southern boundary is the busy A5095 St Andrews Road.


A single member ward here will reflect the local community and will provide a manageable ward that reflects the historical heart of 
Kingsthorpe with shared interests of old village and linked housing development adjacent to it.  The ward will cover 4,484 electors and 
represent a 4% variance.


23.  West Hunsbury and Upton  
23.1  The boundaries for this ward are formed by the M1 motorway to the south and the A4500 (Weedon Road) to the north.  The 
boundary to the west is the rural area between Kislingbury Parish and Upton Parish. The ward incorporates a number of residential 
areas with common characteristics, including West Hunsbury, Hunsbury Meadows, Pineham Village and Upton.   Camp Hill as a 
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community is considered to be part of West Hunsbury and not a distinct area.  Similarly Shelfleys is considered to be part of West 
Hunsbury and not a distinct area.  As such both these areas are included in West Hunsbury.


 West Hunsbury Parish Council covers the whole of West Hunsbury, including Camp Hill. 


This ward is composed of a group of communities, each of which has its own local centre for shops, services, etc. The group of 
communities are fully covered by parish councils:   Upton Parish Council, Hunsbury Meadows Parish Council and West Hunsbury 
Parish Council. 


The area is characterised by the transport links on the western side of Northampton, which lead to the large Swan Valley industrial 
estate which provides a buffer to the residential area from the M1 motorway.  


The area includes a number of primary schools and pupils from this area will generally attend a number of Northampton"s secondary 
schools such as Abbeyfield School, Wootton Park School and Duston School, the first two situated on the A5076 (Mereway) and  
Duston being convenient for Upton residents. Residents in these areas will use facilities in Northampton for shopping, eating out and 
leisure, such as in Sixfields.

  

The proposal for this ward is a 2 member ward  which will cover an electorate of 8,908 with a variance of 4%. 


 

24.  Abington

24.1  The proposal is to create a three-member ward for the area of Abington that includes the whole of Abington Park and the 
housing around it as well as the residential areas around Abington Library and housing and commercial areas towards Northampton 
Town Centre.

 

The ward boundaries to the north and east are Park Avenue North, both sides of Abington Avenue and the A5123 (Kettering Road) 
into Northampton town centre. Running through the centre of the ward is the popular Wellingborough Road (A4500), containing 
shops, pubs and restaurants which are used by people across the town but particularly in this ward. The ward starts after the Charles 
Bradlaugh statue and war memorial site which creates a natural break between this area and the town centre. To the south the 
boundary is the Billing Road with the eastern boundary up Park Avenue South and Abington Park Crescent (where houses alongside 
the park are included in this ward).
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The northern areas include community facilities such as Abington Library, which is on Lindsey Avenue, while Abington Community 
Centre is nearby on Wheatfield Road. Abington Park Museum sits in the middle of the ward in Abington Park. Northamptonshire 
County Cricket club sits in this ward off of Abington Avenue and the area contains a number of pubs, particularly along the 
Wellingborough Road, including The Abington pub opposite the park. Schools that serve the area include Cedar Road Primary 
School, Stimpson Avenue Academy and Vernon Terrace Primary school and nursery. The Northampton Central Mosque is located 
here on Abington Avenue along with Abington Avenue Reformed Church, Park Avenue Methodist Church, St Michael & All Angles 
church and in Abington Park St Peter & St Paul’s Church. The vast majority of the housing is made up of traditional Victorian terraced 
streets with some modern areas of infilling and flat developments. The southern part of the ward is more 1930, 40s and 50s-built 
housing.


The area represents a diverse and vibrant multi-cultural mix which is best represented by the wide choice of shops, restaurants and 
community facilities.

 

This is one of the oldest districts of Northampton and covers a recognised locality in the town. It is a large ‘town centre’ area and so 
it is proposed that a three-member ward would help ensure that the many diverse interests and different communities are given a 
chance to be represented.


Our proposal is to split voting district CRP3 so the park is included with Abington ward - the natural boundary being Abington Park 
Crescent.


The ward will cover 8,908 electors and this represents a 4% variance.


25.  Kingsthorpe Obelisk 

25.1  We propose a two member ward incorporating the housing areas and estates between the Welford Road and to the north of 
Boughton Green Road including Spring Park, White Hills, Boughton Green and Sunnyside.

 

The Welford Road (A5199) creates a clear and clean western boundary to this ward with the south and western boundary being 
Boughton Green Ward which creates a triangular shaped ward with green space between Northampton and the adjacent Moulton 
ward forming the northern boundary.  These boundaries recreate much of the former Boughton Green Ward that was in place for 
Northampton Borough Council up until 2010. The Harborough Road (A508) crosses through the middle of this ward and also serves 
to provide retail, commercial and restaurant facilities along its length. 
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The Obelisk Rise estate is made up of similar 1960-70s built housing which is also the case for the Spring Park estate to the west 
which means this area has by and large a similar look and feel.  Obelisk Rise connects the Obelisk Estate and Acre Lane Spring Park. 
Boughton Green Estate is adjacent to the Obelisk and Obelisk centre with Obelisk Rise Road connecting through.   We propose that 
the ward takes its name from this historic landmark that was built in 1764.

The Sunnyside area to the south around Chalcombe Avenue and Hinton Road was built earlier in the 1950s and tends to have an 
older population with the estates to the north younger with families.  There are a number of care homes for the elderly in this area 
including at Turn Furlough, Kingsthorpe Grange, Boughton Lodge and Obelisk House. 


The White Hills Post Office serves the area and there are a number of pubs including The White Hills, The Olde Cobbler, The Windmill 
and iconic The Sunnyside off Boughton Green Road.


Numerous shared leisure facilities and parks are provided in this ward including Spring Recreation Ground, Obelisk Recreation 
Ground and playground and Kingsthorpe Recreation Ground.  In the centre of the ward sits Northampton (Kingsthorpe) Cemetery. 
Local primary schools are Sunnyside Primary Academy and Whitehills Primary School.

 

This two member ward reflects the current community and shared interests of the residents of the northern part of Kingsthorpe who 
are clearly part of the outer Northampton urban area.   A two-member ward would provide the opportunity for the older and newer 
parts of this area to be represented.   The ward will cover 8,685 electors which represents a 1% variance.


 

26.  Moulton Leys & Boothville

26.1  The proposal is for a single member ward containing 4,581 voters  which represents a variance of 6%.  Moulton Lets and 
Boothville brings together a socioeconomic and age diverse community consisting of ex-council estate properties in Eastfield and 
Lakeside, affluent properties along with a large number of bungalows occupied mainly by older voters in Boothville, and a wide range 
of different property types within Moulton Leys.

 

This proposed ward is bounded by the edge of Northampton and rural Northamptonshire on the northern side, the A43 on the 
western side and Grange Road towards the southern side.


The ward contains several shared community facilities such as Eastfield Park, Fernie Fields Sports Ground, community rooms and 
local stores.
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27.  Parklands

27.1  The proposal is for a single member ward containing 3,960 voters with a variance of  -7%.  This ward will be a distinct, closely 
connected community with shared interests covering the Parklands estate, Moulton Park Industrial estate and new developments 
adjoining Talevera Way. 


The community has distinct boundaries, caused by the Kettering Road (A5123), Talevera Way (A5076), and surrounding parklands.


The Parklands Community centre is a well-used facility and forms a key hub for community activities. This facility is easily accessible 
and within walking distance from all areas of the proposed ward.  Most of the children within this ward either attend or have attended 
Parklands Primary School on Spinney Hill Road.


Many of the residents are very loyal and emotionally attached to Parklands estate, with several families having different generations 
living at various addresses on the estate.

 

The Parklands community was largely built up with the expansion of Northampton around the 1970s, along with some more recent 
and planned developments. 


28.  Castle

28.1  The proposal is for a three-member ward based on the heart of Northampton covering the areas of Northampton Town Centre 
including the residential areas of  Semilong, Spring Lane and The Mounts as well as the commercial centre including The Grosvenor 
shopping centre.


It will cover 13,745 electors and this represents a 6% variance.


The boundaries of this ward are alongside the railway line and river valley to the west with the A5095 (St Andrew’s Road) and the 
Racecourse Park acting as a northern boundary. The ward includes all the town within the area of the former town walls and around 
the castle site. The southern boundary is formed by the river Nene. The eastern side ends adjacent to Abington ward with the 
Kettering Road, Cliftonville.
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This proposal keeps the community of Semilong as a whole within the town centre and recognises its links with the Spring Lane area.

There are a number of schools serving this area including Castle Primary school in Semilong, Spring Lane Primary School, and the 
large secondary school of Northampton International Academy. The area also includes important community facilities including a 
number of community centres, a GP surgery on The Mounts, a large leisure centre and swimming pool, also on The Mounts and the 
Royal & Derngate theatres.


Included in this ward are major transport links such as Northampton Railway Station and North Gate Bus Station.


There is significant industry present in this ward, including the large Carlsberg brewery site and the St James Mill Road industrial 
area. Much of the housing to the east of the ward is characterised by rows of Victorian era terraces associated with the town’s 
historically important shoe manufacturing industry – many parts are conservation areas reflecting the former boot and shoe industry 
heritage.


On the eastern side this ward extends to include the large Northampton General Hospital site as well as the private St Andrew’s 
Hospital site, which separates dwellings in this area from other residential areas and acts as a natural border.

 

This is historical heart of Northampton and covers the ‘town centre’ area with common community interests and issues. It is 
proposed that a three-member ward will help ensure that the many diverse interests and different communities are given a chance to 
be represented and improve accountability.  


29.  East Hunsbury & Collingtree 
29.1  Our proposal East Hunsbury & Collingtree takes in new development in Collingtree and results in an electorate of 9,681.  This 
represents a variance of  13%. 


It incorporates East Hunsbury, which is enclosed by the A45 to the east and the A5076 (Mereway) to the North.  The proposal also 
ensures the settlement of Collingtree is now part of a ward with East Hunsbury.  It also recognises the development currently taking 
place in Collingtree which, when completed, will result in an additional link between Collingtree and East Hunsbury in the form of a 
road and roundabout junction on Rowtree Road. 


A number of children from East Hunsbury currently use the C of E primary school in Collingtree  Community and retail facilities at 
Mereway/Clannell Road are a focal point for the communities and there are three primary schools and one secondary school 
(Wootton Park School) in the ward, with another secondary school (Abbeyfield) on the ward boundary.   There are several medical 
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centres and community centres which are shared by residents of the proposed ward, as well as places of worship and a leisure 
centre (Danes Camp) which is located centrally in the ward. 


The proposed ward is covered by Collingtree Parish Council and East Hunsbury Parish Council.  A two member ward will reflect the 
natural sense of community in this area.

 

30.  Duston 
30.1  Our proposal is this is a 2 member ward centred around the heart of the historical village centre including St Lukes Church and 
local shops in Main Road.

 

The ward has a clear and natural north-eastern boundary of the Harlestone Road (A428) with the southern boundary being the busy 
Bants Lane and Tollgate Way.  Main Road in Duston then divides this ward from the adjacent and newer area of Duston West.


The area includes a mix of housing ranging from old village conservation area with its 12th century church – through to 1950’s housing 
estates and then more recent housing developments.  There are further local shops and facilities along the Harlestone Road and the 
area is served by three primary schools: Hopping Hill, Chiltern and Duston Eldean. 


There are numerous shared community facilities here including bowling greens, allotments and playing fields with the Duston 
Community Centre sitting in the middle of the proposed ward in Pendle Road and the Duston Sports Centre.  The area is also served 
by a well establish Parish Council.


This ward will cover 7,983 electors and this represents a -6% variance.

  
31.  Kingsley 
31. 1  The proposal is for a two member ward containing 8,155 electors which represents a -4% variance.  Kingsley ward largely re-
establishes the former 2 member Kingsley ward that was in place for Northampton Borough Council up until 2010.  


It will incorporate the whole of the Kingsley Park area and linked estates and residential development around Northampton’s 
Racecourse Park. 
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Geographically defined with the busy Barrack Road (A508 Kingsthorpe road) to the east stretching across to include all the residential 
housing to the west, north and east around the Racecourse Park.  The Racecourse Park is a key community asset within this area 
and has an active Friends group from local residents.   With Balfour Road and the Malcolm Arnold Academy site acting as a northern 
boundary this ward includes Arthur Street area (PD BSG4) which is naturally more part of this ward than Semilong area.   


The main concentration of Victorian housing which is a feature of this part of Northampton is seen with the inclusion of ‘Poets 
Corner’ (Kingsley Park) – including the Phippsville area around St Matthews Church – then to the north the Kenmuir Avenue area up 
to the Links View estate – bordered to the north by Kingsthorpe Golf course.


Kingsley Road runs through the middle of the proposed ward and includes local bus routes connecting this area with the town centre 
whilst St George Avenue cuts across it from west to east.

 


32.  Kings Heath 
32.1  Our proposal is for a single-member ward that represents the ‘Kings Heath Estate’ which is a large area of older social housing 
that pre-dates the ‘new town’ Northampton eastern district.  The ward also includes the associated Ryehill estate.

 

This ward’s boundaries are to the south and west where a clear and clean boundary is created with the A428 Harlestone Road ;the 
river and railway valley to the east; and the busy Mill Lane to the south.   The north sees the proposed new developments taking 
place at Dallington Heath and it could be this ward become a two member one in the future as the housing is developed past 2028.


The Lodge Farm Industrial Estate is included to the north-west of the ward.  Kings Heath Primary Academy serves this area St Mary’s 
Roman Catholic Primary School is located in this ward.


There are numerous community facilities including allotments and playing fields as well as the Dallington Cemetery and the Dallington 
Health Club.    The Kings Heath area has a strong sense of community and a number of common social issues that would benefit 
from having a dedicated councillor representing them.


Making this a single-member ward gives it a profile and importance that improves local accountability and supports the election of a 
‘local champion’ which has been seen in the past. It recognises the common challenges and issues for this community.


It is a ward that will represent 4,522 electors which is a 5% variance. 
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33.  Headlands

33.1  The proposal is to create a two-member ward covering the areas of the Eastfield estate, Spinney Hill, The Arbours and Westone 
and Headlands covering 8,335 electors which represents -2% variance.

 

The Spinney Hill area and Eastfield estate are linked together by Broadmead Avenue which runs through both areas and links them 
together at Grange Road that then goes on to cross Booth Lane South which provides a north - south route through the centre of this 
area.  Eastfield Park creates a natural northern boundary between this area and Boothville whilst the A43 (Lumbertubs Way) creates a 
logical eastern boundary. This leaves the A45 (Wellingborough Road) creating the southern boundary.  The eastern boundary is based 
on the different housing stock and type that changes between a large former social housing estate and houses built in the 1950s and 
60s.  This creates a natural boundary between this area and the Abington area.


Schools in the area include Eastfield Primary School, Headlands Primary School, The Arbours Primary Academy, St Gregory’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School, Weston Favell Church of England Primary School and The Weston Favell secondary school all serving this 
area. The area also includes The Northampton College site off St Gregory’s Road.


Community facilities include allotments off Broadmead Avenue and Eastfield Park with Northampton Tennis Club and Northampton 
Saints Sports Club located here. There are bus links to the town centre and Weston Favell Shopping Centre. The ward contains a 
tennis club and Northampton Saints Sports Club. There are local centres on Broadmead Avenue and in Bushland Road with both 
areas providing convenience store facilities and take away food.  Churches include the Broadmead Community Church, St Albans 
Church and Headlands United Reform Church. The Headlands pub’s site is in the centre.


The Westone Manor Hotel is located in the Westone area to the eastern side of the ward.  The large shopping centre (Weston Favell) 
is located to the east and can be reached via a dedicated footbridge over the A43 Lumbertubs Way.

 

A two member ward for this area will bring together areas that were in the same ward for Northampton Borough Council up until 2010 
with residents in this area sharing common community facilities and interests.


34.  Delapre & Far Cotton

34.1  Our proposal is for a two-member ward covering the distinct areas of Delapre & Far Cotton.  This ward boundaries are the River 
Nene to the north with the ‘Northampton loop’ main railway line to the west and the A45 and Mereway dual carriageways to the south 
and east.
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The ward incorporates the communities and Far Cotton and Delapre, as well as the large University of Northampton Waterside 
Campus.  It covers 8,652 electors and this represents a variance of 1%.


A large area of this ward is made up of the popular and historic Delapre Abbey site and Park. With many leisure facilities associated 
with the park including the Delapre Golf Complex – there is also the Goals football complex to the south of the area, the Pinnacle 
Climbing Centre to the north and the Towcester Road cemetery sits in the south-west corner.


The A508 London Road and the Towcester Road are the main thoroughfares. There are a number of schools in the area, including 
Delapre Primary School, Queen Eleanor Primary Academy and The Abbey Primary School. Abbeyfield School is a large secondary 
school in the south of the ward.


Delapre Medical Centre serves this area located in Gloucester Avenue and there are also post-office facilities here and on the Delapre 
Post office on the Towcester Road.


There are numerous shopping facilities and restaurants on St Leonards Road in Far Cotton and a smaller local shopping centre on 
Gloucester Avenue. There are also a number of light industrial units around Cotton End off the Old Towcester Road and Main Road in 
Far Cotton.


This proposal returns the ward to the largely similar boundaries that were in place for Northampton Borough Council up until 2010 
but now it includes the addition of the University Waterside Campus which is linked through New South Bridge Road. There is a long-
standing sense of community within this area which was hit by flooding of the River Nene in 1998 and has seen recent re-occurrence 
in 2018.  A two-member ward recognises shared community and interests.

  
35.  Spencer

35.1  Our proposal is for a single-member ward that represents the ‘Spencer Estate’ and Dallington village.

 

The Northampton loop railway line and sidings creates a boundary to the east for this ward with busy Mill Lane to the north and the 
A428 (Harlestone Road) to the west. To the south is Spencer Bridge Road crossing the River Nene and providing a direct route into 
Northampton Town Centre.
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There are a number of primary schools in the area, including the Earl Spencer Primary School and the St James’ C of E Primary 
School. In the centre of the ward located on Tenby Road is The Camrose Early Years Centre, which is an important part of the 
community for families with Young Children. There are numerous community centres, including Spencer Dallington Community 
Centre on Spencer Haven and The Gladstone Road Resource Centre. The eastern side of the area includes the Gladstone Road and 
Heathfield Way industrial and retail estate, which provide employment opportunities in the area. It is the site of the large Kings Heath 
Traincare Facility, owned by Siemens PLC, which provides servicing for trains that operate on the railway line from London Euston to 
Birmingham and beyond. The DVSA driving test centre for Northampton is also located on this estate, as well as a gym and martial 
arts centre.


The ward includes the older former village of Dallington with the Parish Church of Saint Mary the Virgin at its heart. Also it includes 
the recreation facilities of the popular Dallington Park.

 

Making this a single-member ward gives it a profile and importance that improves local accountability and supports the election of a 
‘local champion’ which has been seen in the past. It recognises the common challenges and issues for this community. 


It will represent 4,026 voters and this is a -6% variance.


36.  Ecton Brook 
36.1  We propose a two member ward covering four areas around the Wellingborough Road (A4500) and Great Billing Way (A5076) 
crossroads including the whole of Ecton Brook area which straddles the Wellingborough Road as well as Blackthorn, Great Billing, 
and the southern part of Rectory Farm. 

 

Essentially this ward is in four quarters with the Wellingborough Road running west to east and the Great Billing Way north to south in 
the middle of the area. Great Billing Park provides a natural boundary to the southwest.


Each of the areas has their own community centres with shops, healthcare, education, and leisure facilities. The Nene Valley Way 
(A45) acts as a clear southern boundary to this ward. 

 

A two-member ward should enable all parts of this area to be represented and improve community cohesion across what are similar 
estates and developments with shared interests. 


This ward has 7,977 which represents a -6% variance.

Page  of 32 58



5.  WARD NARRATIVES

 

37.  Duston West

37.1  We propose Duston West as a  two member ward to the west of the historical village centre and Main Road including the new 
and proposed developments around the former St Crispin hospital site.  This will cover 8,787 electors and this will represent a 2% 
variance.

 

The ward has a clear eastern boundary with Main Road with a natural southern boundary being Weedon Road (A4500).  Main Road in 
Duston then divides this ward from the adjacent and older area of Duston.  The west and northern boundaries are where new housing 
development is taking place with the expansion of Northampton.

The area includes the older housing estate around Weggs Farm Road along with local centres and then the new development taking 
place around St Crispin Drive. It includes The Duston School (secondary school) that serves the whole Duston area as well as St 
Luke’s Primary School.

St Crispin Community Centre and the Northamptonshire Country Centre are both located in this area with pedestrian links into the 
surrounding countryside including Upper Nene Valley Country Park to the south.  The area is also served by a well establish Parish 
Council which also covers the adjacent Duston ward.

 

This two-member ward is built around the newer and expanding Duston community and within a clearly defined and locally 
recognised boundary. 


38.  Tower 
38.1  Our proposal is for a two-member ward representing the ‘northern’ community of St James and the ‘southern’ community of 
Briar Hill with the shared leisure facilities and country park around the Sixfields Reservoir linking the two parts together.

 

This ward includes the whole of the St James area (‘Jimmy’s End’) which is from the eastern boundary of the Northampton loop 
railway line and river valley starting with Victoria Park at St James End across from St James Park Road taking in ‘the Scottish 
Streets’ to the north following the boundary of the Harlestone Road and then Tollgate Way and Bants Lane to include the residential 
housing here between Bants Lane and the Weedon Road.
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Upton Way (A5076) dual carriage provides a natural and clean western boundary connecting with the southern boundary dual 
carriage of Danes Camp Way. The railway line again creates the eastern boundary between Briar Hill and Far Cotton (in Delapre and 
Far Cotton Ward).


The Briar Hill estate makes up the ‘southern’ residential part of this ward with Briar Hill Primary School at its centre.


The ward includes a long stretch of shops and restaurants through St James along the Weedon Road and includes both The Saints 
Rugby Football Ground at Franklin’s Gardens and the Northampton Town Football Club at Sixfields Stadium.


A large Sainsbury’s supermarket serves this entire area along other supermarkets and more ‘out of town’ retail facilities including a 
gym off of Gambrel Road. There are other retail and leisure facilities including Cineworld Cinema Northampton at the Sixfields Retail 
Park in this area.


A newer housing estate built on the site of the former Express Lifts Company surrounds the still used National Lift Tower which is a 
local landmark and it is proposed this ward is named ‘Tower’.


The centre of this ward incorporates the River Nene and the Grand Union Canal and a number of leisure and walking areas around 
former gravel pits and connects into the Upton Country Park under the A5076 to the west.


The southern part of this ward incorporates the distinct development of Briar Hill which shares many of the characteristics of the St 
James area which mean that these areas are well suited to being in a ward together.


This ward will cover 8,358 electors and this represents a-2% variance.


39.  Billing Brook

39.1  We propose a single member ward representing the communities of Little Billing and Standens Barn with Billing Brook acting as 
a natural boundary to the east.

 

This area is essentially surrounded on all four sides by major roads but is connected through the middle by Little Billing Way. The 
ward is made up of two residential areas – Standens Barn and Little Billing. Both were largely built at the same time and include 
similar types of housing. They are connected by numerous cycle paths and walkways.
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A single member ward for this area will improve representation for the two communities covered as they both have similar issues and 
needs.   Voters in this ward number 4,074 which represents a -4% variance.

 


40.  Weston

40.1  We propose a single member ward primarily made up of Weston Favell village and the surrounding areas connected into 
Standens Barn.

 

The northern boundary of this ward is the Wellingborough Road (A4500) with the southern boundary the dual carriageway of the 
Nene Valley Way (A45). The ward recognises the historical village of Weston Favell which has St Peter’s Church at its centre and a 
conservation area. The area includes the housing developments alongside Church Way and the housing and streets off Weston Way 
around the allotment gardens which form a natural boundary with the neighbouring Rushmills ward.


The ward crosses the A43 Lumbertubs Way and includes housing estates linked by pedestrian and cycleways into Standens Barn. 
The housing estate around Wilford Avenue is same age and style to that in the southern part of the Weston Favell part of this ward.

 

A single member ward creates the opportunity for the elected representative to work with the local residents associations that 
represent this area and reflects a community that has in the past been subsumed into a much larger electoral area. This should 
improve accountability and help reflect more local interests.


This ward will cover 4,071 electors and this represents -4% variance.


41.  Rushmills

41.1  We propose a single member ward which includes the communities alongside both sides of the River Nene and whilst it covers 
a  large area in size it does not have a huge population. With this comparatively small population density, one councillor could meet 
the needs of this area well.


Abington Park provides the northern boundary to this area with Park Avenue South and Rushmere Road the western boundary 
alongside the Brackmills Industrial Estate to the west.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

The River Nene runs through the middle of this ward with extensive areas of countryside and lakes which are fully accessible through 
linked walkways and cycle paths.  The ‘northern’ part of the ward around Bridgewater Drive has community facilities such as The 
Road to Morocco pub and Post Office and local shops at Landcross Drive. Two schools serve the area: Abington Vale Primary School 
and Bridgewater Primary School.


The village of Great Houghton includes two pubs with The White Hart and The Old Cherry Tree. The village has its own established 
Parish Council.  The Lakeside pub and Holiday Inn Northampton are both situated in this ward.

 

This single member ward provides the opportunity for improved representation for both parts of this ward. Great Houghton has 
previously been part of a much larger area and by linking it together with this part of Northampton a single local councillor can more 
adequately cover the issues and communities covered. 


Voters in this ward number 4,598 which is a 7% variance.


42.  Wootton & Hardingstone

42.1  We propose a two member ward to cover the two villages areas of Wootton and Hardingstone both of which have seen major 
housing and commercial development around the former historical centres.

 

The clear and clean boundaries for this ward are formed by the A45 Nene Valley Way to the north which becomes the London Road 
to the west and Wooldale Road sweeping round to create the southern boundary.  The Brackmills Industrial Estate creates the 
eastern boundary.


Within this ward there are two historical former village centres. For Hardingstone the area around St Edmunds Church sees older 
housing and Wootton sees similar around St Georges Church.  Both areas have seen more modern developments surround these 
centres.


A number of schools are included in this area; Wootton Primary School, Preston Hedges Primary School and Hardingstone Primary 
School serving the immediate area and then secondary schools of Northampton High School and the Caroline Chisholm School the 
wider area.


Both areas retain distinct green spaces and playing fields and have separate well established Parish Councils.
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5.  WARD NARRATIVES

The Brackmills Industrial Estate is a Business Investment District (BID) and will be a key focus for elected representatives for this area 
as well as the impact of new commercial and housing developments on the border and alongside the M1.

 

The two member ward gives the opportunity for representation from the two areas that make up this ward whilst recognising some 
distinct community interests in addition to the common shared interests.  It covers 9,152 electors which represents a 6% variance.
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