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The changes to the Portswood ward does not make lots of sense and they are due to the increase 

of student built flats in Portswood.That has pushed the boundaries and proposed an association of 

my road with the Swaythling ward. We normally never pass by Swaytling while the association with 

Portswood (proximity, usual visits and use of services) makes me feel part an integral part of the 

Portswood community. The proposed boundaries also split the university campus in two which is 

also an interesting decision. Despite the high number of students living in the area pushing for a 

change in boundaries, the active participation in electing representative is still below 40% (without 

counting the number of international students that can't vote and still live in the area), which is 

quite shocking. 
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