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From: Bill Chapple (Cllr) <Bill.Chapple@buckinghamshire.gov.uk>
Sent: 01 November 2021 12:38
To: reviews; Bill Chapple (Cllr)
Subject: Future Councillor numbers for Buckinghamshire Council post 2025

Categories: Matt, Submissions

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Please will you take my views into account when you are making your decision on the future number of Councillors 
for Buckinghamshire Council post 2025. 
I understand your Consultation finishes tomorrow so I hope I am not to late in writing this today. 
I am a present Councillor on the Buckinghamshire Council but had  been on the former Buckinghamshire County 
Council from 1977 to when it was changed to the Unitary Council. 
I was also a Councillor on Aylesbury Vale District Council from 1999 until the Unitary takeover. 
I was Deputy Leader on the County Council from when we changed to the  Cabinet system at the Millennium until 
2010 and have spent a total of 14 years on the Cabinet in total so I am fairly experienced in Council workings and the 
time to do the job properly. 
Whilst I was Deputy Leader I was instrumental in reducing the Membership from 56 to 49 in order to be efficient 
and to spend the residents money wisely. 
We now have the chance to comment on whether the amended membership should change to 80, 98 or 120 
members.  
When the County put in its bid for Unitary the figure of 98 was recommended as the County recognised the extra 
work needed to be achieved the bringing together of 5 Councils to the new Buckinghamshire Council. 
The thought was to double the members in each ward recognising that some wards like my own would need some 
variation because of the increase of population due to major developments, but many others would stay very 
similar  to where they were then. 
  
I feel 120 is too large and is not warranted and wastes money, at the same time 80 does not allow for the variety of 
members that might get elected ; for example  some might be in full time employment and cannot give all the time 
that is needed, some might be older and will not want a full time commitment and others might not be in it for the 
right reason and do not pull their full weight.  
Therefore 98 would be the one I would suggest meets all criteria. 
Throughout the decades I have been on the Council I have gained a lot of experience being Chairman of many major 
Committees and my time on the Cabinet, I have also helped with the IDEA in helping other Councils throughout the 
Noughty’s, 
What ever you decide on will not affect me as I am retiring from it in 2025 aged 72 and amassed 69 years in public 
service across the levels  
Happy to help in anyway it is needed 
Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my views 
Many thanks  
Bill Chapple OBE  
Member for Aston Clinton and Bierton  
Chairman of TECC Select Committee  
Buckinghamshire Council  
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Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of 
Buckinghamshire Council unless explicitly stated. 

This email and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information and is intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any confidential, sensitive or protectively marked 
material must be handled accordingly. 

If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on any of the 
information contained in the email or attachments, and all copies must be deleted immediately. If you do 
receive this email in error please notify the sender immediately and note that confidentiality or privilege is 
not waived or lost.  

Buckinghamshire Council may monitor the contents of emails sent and received via its network for the 
purposes of ensuring compliance with relevant legislation and the Council’s policies and procedures. All 
such monitoring will take place in accordance with relevant legislation including privacy and data protection 
legislation. For details of how Buckinghamshire Council uses personal information please see the Council’s 
website. 

Buckinghamshire Council has scanned this email and attachments for viruses but does not accept any 
responsibilities for viruses once this email has been transmitted. You should therefore carry out your own 
anti-virus checks before opening any documents. 




