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Although long established the current Riverside ward is the geographical anomaly across the whole
council area. It covers a number of very different communities, with many not naturally connected
in anyway. It stretches from North Shields town centre in the east to areas of Wallsend in the west
such as Willington Quay and Rosehill. I would suggest the A19 be the natural boundary across the
whole borough and no council ward should cross this. Only Riverside ward currently covers
communities either side of the A19. The town centre area of North Shields is currently split across
four different wards (Riverside, Chirton, Preston and Tynemouth). A North Shields ward existed prior
to 2004 and I think it would be sensible to look at reintroducing this again with the entire town
centre all represented by the same councillors instead of the fractured situation that currently
exists.
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