
 
 
 

From:  Buckingham Constituency Liberal Democrats  

To:  Local Government Boundary Commission for England  

Re:  Warding arrangements for the Buckinghamshire Unitary Authority  

Date :  3 April 2022  

 
To Whom in May Concern 
 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Buckingham Constituency Liberal Democrats with our views on the 

new council size and ward pattern for Buckinghamshire Council, with particular reference to the area 

covered by Buckingham Constituency, specifically the current Buckinghamshire Council wards of 

Bernwood, Buckingham East, Buckingham West, Great Brickhill, Grendon Underwood, Ivinghoe, Stone 

and Waddesdon, Wing, and Winslow. 

Last year the commission announced it was minded to recommend a 98-seat size of council. Buckingham 

Constituency Liberal Democrats strongly support this as it aligns with our manifesto proposal. We believe 

this is an effective and efficient size of council.  

Buckingham Constituency Liberal Democrats fully support the concept of single member wards. These 

ensure the best possible link between electors and those who represent them. We further strongly 

believe that community cohesion often works best with smaller wards and parish relevant ward 

boundaries. In a largely rural area, a move to smaller, single member wards reduces the geographic 

spread of a ward and thus generates better identification. A smaller, single member ward would also be 

easier to define by communities and manage as a Councillor, for example in terms of attending parish 

council meetings (some of our current wards comprise 12 or more parishes). We also generally believe 

that, under a first-past-the-post system, single member wards a preferable as they lead to a clearer 

identification of members of the community with ‘their’ councillor. 

In some special cases there may be good reason for two-member wards, for example in some urban 

areas of Buckinghamshire where larger wards may reflect community cohesion better. However, we 

believe that these should be the exception. 

We recognise, and understand, the LGBC’s desire to have equalisation of the electorate between wards. 

However, we are strongly opposed to any proposals which would create arbitrary splits in communities, 

or separation of villages with common identities, simply for the sake of equalisation of elector numbers. 

This may well cause additional workload in some slightly larger wards, but we believe that, in general, the 

benefits of electors having a single point of contact for their council representative outweigh those 

disadvantages of extra workload.  A case in point would be the Berryfields Ward, which is a new 

development on the West side of Aylesbury. Currently this is a single polling district, Ref AAU, with an 

electorate of 5347, forecast to rise to 5755 by 2027. This area does not naturally link to any other, and if 

it were split into two wards, they would be much too small.  

















BES  Tingewick 
Buckingham 
West 1044 1051   

BEK 
Steeple 
Claydon 

Grendon 
Underwood 1949 2207   

      4215 4512   

 

BALANCE OF CURRENT BUCKINGHAM WARDS AFTER RELOCATING SOME VILLAGES. 

BBO Buckingham North Buckingham East 4763 5120  

BBM 
Buckingham Fishers 
Field Buckingham West 132 137  

BEF Radclive Buckingham West 197 207  

BEH Shalstone Buckingham West 99 98  

BET Turweston Buckingham West 154 168  

BEX Water Stratford Buckingham West 113 116  

BEZ Westbury Buckingham West 395 393  

      

BBQ Buckingham South Buckingham West 5398 6381 
Note significant increase of c.1000 
from current 

BBL Akeley Buckingham East 398 408  

BBN 
Buckingham Highlands 
& Watchcroft Buckingham East 350 362  

BCM Foscott Buckingham East 31 32  

BDE Leckhampstead Buckingham East 164 173  

BDF Lillingstone Dayrell Buckingham East 82 77  

BDG Lillingstone Lovell Buckingham East 115 114  

BDK Maids Moreton Buckingham East 703 955 

Note increase. Looks like there is an 
assumption that the disputed 
development will eventually go ahead. 



BEO Stowe Buckingham East 239 250  
 
 

 




