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Dear Sir

My name is Frances Nicholson, emai ||} | S rostcode - | am responding as a district or county councillor.

(I intend to stand down at the next election (I will be 73 and will have served for 18 years) so this consultation response should not be seen as
self-serving or in any way self-interested.)

| recognise the difficulty of balancing local ties, sentiments, and communities of interest and need in order to arrive at the best fit between
numbers of members and the populations and areas they are to represent.

Over the last few months | have been listening to parish council discussions and views within the division that | currently represent: Dulverton and
Exmoor, the furthest west and most deeply rural and sparsely populated part of Somerset comprising 23 parishes mostly with parish councils,
some with parish meetings. All the parisjh councils in the division considered a number of ways of setting the boundaries to achieve, or nearly
achieve the target electorate: 1) cut off the northern part and add it to Minehead, 2) cut off the eastern end and add it to Wiveliscombe, and 3)
divide the division between east and west and consider how to make 2 rural divisions from the current Dulverton and Exmoor and Dunster
divisions, and one urban division from the current Minehead and Dunster divisions.

What was quite clear in all the discussions was an overriding wish for rural parishes with like contexts and challenges to be placed together.



Parishes on Exmoor and the Brendon Hills (the eastern part of the current division) have a very strong and strongly rural identity. They do not
want to become the periphery of an urban area.

The third option found most favour with parishes and | believe it can satisfy the electorate number requirements. It could be arranged as follows:

A single member West Exmoor Division

[See Attached]

This parishes in this division are all wholly or in a few cases partly in Exmoor National Park.

A single member East Exmoor and Brendon Hills

[See Attached]

This is a rural area running inland from the West Somerset coastline.

A 2 Member Minehead Division

[See Attached]

Naming the divisions
Other submissions to the LGBCE which propose these divisions have proposed different names for the two rural divisions.
| believe that naming the western one Dulverton and Exmoor would be a mistake (I have thought it a mistake for some time) Dulverton is not the

biggest centre of population. It is more than balanced by Porlock. West Exmoor would describe the area accurately and precisely and would
recognise that the division comprises many communities and settlements, all of whose communities are important.



| believe naming the eastern division Carhampton would be to make the same mistake. East Exmoor and the Brendon Hills would also be a better
and more inclusive name.

Not quite local unanimity

Brompton Regis Parish Council would rather be in West Exmoor than in East Exmoor and the Brendon Hills. | have considerable sympathy with
their view, but the number of electors in that parish would unbalance the numbers.

Little potential for swapping parishes

It should be noted that Luxborough parish council (at the eastern edge of West Exmoor) stated emphatically it its meeting last week that it
considers that West Exmoor is the area which it has affinity, a community of interest and of need. It would not wish to be moved to East Exmoor

and the Brendon Hills.

Yours faithfully

Frances Nicholson

Attached Documents:

e east-exmoor-and-brendon-hills.png
e minehead.png
¢ west-exmoor.png














