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Sunderland City Council
Final Recommendations on the new electoral 

arrangements

Who we are
	● The Local Government Boundary Commission 

for England is an independent body set up by 
Parliament.

	● We are not part of government or any political 
party. 

	● We are accountable to Parliament through a 
committee of MPs chaired by the Speaker of the 
House of Commons.

	● Our main role is to carry out electoral reviews of 
local authorities throughout England.

Electoral review
An electoral review examines and proposes new 
electoral arrangements for a local authority, including:

	● The total number of councillors representing the 
council’s electors (‘council size’).

	● The names, number and boundaries of wards or 
electoral divisions.

	● The number of councillors for each ward or 
division. 

Why Sunderland?
	● The Commission has a legal duty to carry out an 

electoral review of each council in England ‘from 
time to time’.

	● Sunderland City Council has not been reviewed 
since 2003 and the Commission has therefore 
decided that it should review Sunderland in 
advance of the elections in 2026.

Our proposals
	● Sunderland Council currently has 75 councillors. 

Based on the evidence we received, we 
recommend that 75 councillors should serve the 
council in the future.

	● We believe our final recommendations meet our 
statutory criteria to:
1.	 Deliver electoral equality for electors
2.	 Reflect community interests and identities
3.	 Promote effective and convenient local 

government

Our Recommendations

The table lists all the wards we are proposing as part of our final recommendations along with the number of
electors in each ward. The table also shows the electoral variances for each of the proposed wards which tells
you how we have delivered electoral equality. Finally, the table includes electorate projections for 2029 so you
can see the impact of the recommendations for the future.

Ward Name Number 
of cllrs

Electorate 
(2023)

Number of 
electors 

per 
councillor

Variance 
from 

average 
(%)

Electorate 
(2029)

Number of 
electors 

per 
councillor

Variance 
from 

average 
(%)

Barnes & Thornhill 3 8,391 2,797 1% 8,577 2,859 -3%
Deptford & Hendon 3 8,140 2,713 -2% 9,330 3,110 5%
Doxford Park 3 7,087 2,359 -15% 8,917 2,972 1%
Farringdon & Silksworth 3 9,083 3,028 10% 9,591 3,197 8%
Fulwell 3 8,773 2,924 6% 9,111 3,037 3%
Grangetown 3 8,234 2,745 -1% 8,390 2,797 -5%
Grindon & Thorney 
Close 3 8,655 2,885 5% 8,865 2,955 0%

Herrington & Newbottle 3 7,752 2,584 -6% 8,936 2,979 1%
Hetton 3 7,872 2,624 -5% 8,619 2,873 -3%
Houghton North 3 8,612 2,871 4% 9,151 3,050 3%
Houghton South & 
Hetton Downs 3 8,281 2,760 0% 8,716 2,905 -1%

Hylton Castle 3 8,049 2,683 -3% 8,261 2,754 -7%
Pallion & Ford 3 9,221 3,074 11% 9,711 3,237 10%
Pennywell & South 
Hylton 3 8,327 2,776 1% 8,796 2,932 -1%

Penshaw & Shiney Row 3 8,833 2,944 7% 9,457 3,152 7%
Redhouse 3 7,903 2,634 -5% 8,242 2,747 -7%
Roker 3 8,303 2,768 0% 8,486 2,829 -4%
Ryhope 3 8,057 2,686 -3% 9,275 3,092 5%
Southwick 3 7,555 2,518 -9% 8,553 2,851 -3%
Tunstall & Humbledon 3 8,526 2,842 3% 8,838 2,946 0%
Washington Central 3 8,211 2,737 -1% 8,485 2,828 -4%
Washington East 3 8,186 2,729 -1% 8,661 2,887 -2%
Washington North 3 7,569 2,523 -9% 8,289 2,763 -6%
Washington South 3 8,818 2,939 7% 9,062 3,021 2%
Washington West 3 8,532 2,847 3% 8,885 2,962 0%
Totals 75 206,971 - - 221,204 - -
Averages - - 2,760 - - 2,949 -

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/sunderland


Summary of our recommendations

We have considered all the submissions we received
during our consultation on our draft recommendations.

The final recommendations propose that Sunderland should
have 75 councillors, the same as there are now.

Sunderland should have 25 wards, the same as now. The
boundaries of 24 of the existing wards should change.

The 75 councillors should represent 25 three-councillor
wards across the city.

An outline of the proposals is shown in the map to the
right. 

Find out more at 
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/sunderland

	● view the map of our recommendations down to street level.
	● zoom into the areas that interest you most.
	● read the full report of our recommendations.
	● find more guidance on the review process

Stage of Review Description 

9 May -

31 July 2023

Public consultation on warding 
arrangments

3 October -

11 December 2023

Public consultation on draft 
recommendations

27 February -

22 April 2024

Public consultation on new 
draft recommendations

30 July 2024
Publication of final 
recommendations

2026
Subject to parliamentary 
approval - implementation of 
new arrangements at local 
elections

Overview of final recommendations 
for Sunderland City Council
View this map online and explore it in more detail at: 
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/sunderland
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