Dear Local Government Boundary Commission England,

I am writing to you in my capacity as Leader of Thurrock Council ahead of the boundary review for
Thurrock Council.

I am writing to you with a submission for electoral forecasts for Thurrock Council for 2029, five years
after the review is to be concluded.

This submission will show where 1, as Leader of the Council and Leader of the Conservative Group,
believe housing developments will be built by 2029, and details of population growth or decline
within individual areas of the council within the next six years. Although I do not have a crystal ball
and cannot state exactly what the electorate will be in 2029, this will give an indication of the factors
at play that will influence the size of the electorate within the next six years.

It is worth noting that Thurrock Council do not have an enforceable Local Plan, however, as things
stand, a consultation for the Local Plan has been approved by the Council and will be started shortly.
Census data, made available by the Office of National Statistics, have also helped shape this
submission.

We mostly agree with the Council submission, but we believe that there are housing developments
that we believe have been overlooked by the Council’s submission.

Andrew Jefferies
Leader of Thurrock Council

Leader of the Conservative Group on Thurrock Council



Contents

Introduction

Table of Contents
Ward-by-Ward Background
Forecasted Electorate

The Size of the Council

Conclusion

15
20
22



Ward by Ward Breakdown

As of the December 2023 Electoral Register, Thurrock Council currently has twenty wards, 122863
electors, 49 councillors, and 70788 properties. | have broken this down into wards and polling
districts for you:

Ward Number of | Polling Electorate Number of | Average Variance
Councillors | District Properties Electorate
per Clir

Aveleyand | 3 A 1831 1035 - -
Uplands B 2502 1297 - -

C 2564 1509 - -

D 695 463 - -

Total 7592 4304 2531 1%
Belhus 3 El 660 334 - -

E2 1406 872 - -

F 2910 1764 - -

G 2311 1111 - -

Total 7287 4081 2429 -3%
Chadwell St | 3 H 668 393 - -
Mary [ 2672 1635 - -

J 1791 930 - -

K 2270 1239 - -

Total 7401 4197 2467 -2%
Chafford 2 L 558 266 - -
and North M 3117 1640 - -
Stifford N 1971 1027 - -

Total 5646 2933 2823 13%
Corringham | 2 0 1555 828 - -
and P 2270 1235 - -
Fobbing Q 608 489 - -

Total 4433 2552 2217 -12%
East Tilbury | 2 R 3538 2013 - -

S 1302 670 - -

T 419 235 - -

Total 5259 2918 2630 5%
Grays 3 U 3474 2177 - -
Riverside \ 1333 893 - -

wW 3466 2589 - -

Total 8273 5659 2758 10%
Grays 3 X 2336 1277 - -
Thurrock Y 1647 899 - -

Z 2718 1619 - -

Total 6701 3795 2234 -11%
Little 2 AA 3269 1770 - -
Thurrock AB 1867 971 - -
Blackshots Total 5136 2741 2568 2%
Little 2 AC 1822 958 - -
Thurrock AD 2728 1623 - -
Rectory Total 4550 2581 2275 -9%




Ockendon 3 AE 1936 1091 - -
AF 2773 1751 - -
AG1 2047 1317 - -
AG2 1660 859 - -
Total 8416 5018 2805 12%
Orsett 2 AH 870 445 - -
Al 1685 902 - -
Al 1475 827 - -
AK 1011 523 - -
Total 5041 2697 2521 1%
South 2 AL 1784 917 - -
Chafford AM 3398 1823 - -
Total 5182 2740 2591 3%
Stanford 3 AN 2963 1702 - -
East and AO 1758 1019 - -
Corringham AP 1610 960 - -
Town Total 6331 3681 2110 -16%
Stanford-le- | 2 AQ 2290 1374 - -
Hope West AR 2102 1412 - -
AS 1240 687 - -
Total 5632 3473 2816 12%
Stifford 2 AT 2638 1408 - -
Clays AU 2443 1258 - -
Total 5081 2666 2541 1%
The 3 AV 1914 1020 - -
Homesteads AW 2413 1226 - -
AX 1227 618 - -
AY 842 447 - -
Total 6396 3311 2132 -15%
Tilbury 2 AZ 467 242 - -
Riverside BA 2564 1777 - -
and BB 1912 1119 - -
Thurrock Total 4943 3138 2472 -1%
Park
Tilbury St 2 BC 2610 1421 - -
Chads BD 1798 1076 - -
Total 4408 2497 2204 -12%
West 3 BE 2373 1503 - -
Thurrock BF 1624 1161 - -
and South BG 2310 1457 - -
Stifford BH 2788 1685 - -
Total 9095 5806 3032 21%
Thurrock 49 Total 122803 70788 2507 -
Council

We welcome the boundary review; nine of the twenty council wards have a variance over 10% and
this produces poor inequality for the council. We believe that the boundary review is overdue and we
welcome having a boundary review to update the council’s electoral boundaries.
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Forecasted Electorate

The Standardised 2029 Electorate Forecast

Ward Polling Electorate Forecasted | Electorate
District (Dec 2023) | Electorate Growth
(2029) (raw)
Aveleyand | A 1831 1988 157
Uplands B 2502 2715 213
C 2564 2789 225
D 695 748 53
Total 7592 8240 648
Belhus El 660 727 67
E2 1406 1539 133
F 2910 3126 216
G 2311 2480 169
Total 7287 7872 585
Chadwell St | H 668 720 52
Mary I 2672 2868 196
J 1791 1917 126
K 2270 2434 164
Total 7401 7939 538
Chafford L 558 597 39
and North M 3117 3349 232
Stifford N 1971 2125 154
Total 5646 6071 425
Corringham | O 1555 1683 128
and P 2270 2474 204
Fobbing Q 608 647 39
Total 4433 4804 371
East Tilbury | R 3538 3803 265
S 1302 1428 126
T 419 450 31
Total 5259 5681 422
Grays U 3474 3766 292
Riverside V 1333 1415 82
w 3466 3702 236
Total 8273 8883 610
Grays X 2336 2523 187
Thurrock Y 1647 1759 112
z 2718 2921 203
Total 6701 7203 502
Little AA 3269 3555 286
Thurrock AB 1867 2020 153
Blackshots | Total 5136 5575 439
Little AC 1822 1970 148
Thurrock AD 2728 2966 238
Rectory Total 4550 4936 386
Ockendon | AE 1936 2117 181
AF 2773 1796 136
AGl 2047 2217 170
AG2 1660 1796 136
Total 8416 9031 615
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Orsett AH 870 921 51
Al 1685 1833 148
Al 1475 1627 152
AK 1011 1098 87
Total 5041 5479 438
South AL 1784 1917 133
Chafford AM 3398 3631 233
Total 5182 5548 366
Stanford AN 2963 3227 264
East and AO 1758 1921 163
Corringham | AP 1610 1748 138
Town Total 6331 6896 665
Stanford-le- | AQ 2290 2422 132
Hope West | AR 2102 2243 141
AS 1240 1365 125
Total 5632 6030 398
Stifford AT 2638 2858 220
Clays AU 2443 2611 168
Total 5081 5469 388
The AV 1914 2088 174
Homesteads | AW 2413 2618 205
AX 1227 1330 103
AY 842 907 65
Total 6396 6943 547
Tilbury AZ 467 508 41
Riverside BA 2564 2688 124
and BB 1912 2045 133
Thurrock Total 4943 5241 298
Park
Tilbury St BC 2610 2789 179
Chads BD 1798 1962 164
Total 4408 4751 343
West BE 2373 2544 171
Thurrock BF 1624 1742 118
and South BG 2310 2337 27
Stifford BH 2788 2976 188
Total 9095 9599 504
Thurrock Total 122803 132191 9388
Council

We know that there has been a lot of work done to come to this standardised electorate forecast, and
we mostly agree with the figures that are produced. However, we have some disagreements with it,
that we hope you will consider.

We do not believe that this forecast has properly taken into account some planning applications and
some applications that have been approved for development, and we want to highlight some of these
for you to consider as being developed by 2029.

We mostly agree with the Council’s challenges to the standardised forecast, however, we believe that
the Council’s challenge will lead to bad electoral inequality as they have refused to put current
housing applications in their forecasted numbers — and Thurrock has a few large-scale housing
developments which could be built by 2029 and would lead to inequality if they are built but not
included in the submission. We therefore want to highlight some planning applications that we
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believe will be passed through the Planning Committee and we believe are likely to be built before
2029.

We want to note that some other council’s submission have seen a high electorate increase without
any planning applications to support it, let alone planning approval, whereas all of our figures are
based upon planning applications that, we believe, is likely to be approved.

Aveley

We believe that planning application 23/01435/OUT (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=S55IFGQGJKV00) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 90 residential properties in Aveley
and Uplands ward, in the A (Aveley and Uplands — North) polling district. We believe that this
application will be approved before the end of 2024, and this will mean that construction will likely
be underway no later than the end of 2027, looking at the application being built before summer 2029.
Therefore, we estimate that 90 residential dwellings would produce an estimated further 164 electors
to polling district A, in comparison to the council’s forecast.

Fobbing

We Dbelieve that planning application 23/00545/CV (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=RU6 TIGQGJA100) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 168 residential properties in
Corringham and Fobbing ward, in the Q (Corringham and Fobbing — Fobbing) polling district. We
believe that this application will be approved before the summer of 2024, and this will mean that
construction will likely be underway no later than the summer of 2027, looking at the application
being built before summer 2028. Therefore, we estimate that 168 residential dwellings would
produce an estimated further 305 electors to polling district Q, in comparison to the council’s forecast.

Little Thurrock

We believe that planning application 23/01363/CONDC (found at:
https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4F44EQGIVG00) will be
approved and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 75 residential properties in
Little Thurrock Rectory ward, in the AC (Little Thurrock Rectory — North) polling district. We
believe that this application will be approved before the summer of 2025, and this will mean that
construction will likely be underway no later than the summer of 2028, looking at the application
being built before the end of 2028. Therefore, we estimate that 75 residential dwellings would
produce an estimated further 136 electors to polling district AC, in comparison to the council’s
forecast.

North Stifford

We believe that planning application 23/01113/SCR (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=SONYBQQGORJ00) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 100 residential properties in
Chafford and North Stifford ward, in the L (Chafford and North Stifford — North Stifford) polling
district. We believe that this application will be approved before the end of 2024, and this will mean
that construction will likely be underway no later than the end of 2027, looking at the application
being built before the end of 2028.
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We believe that planning application 23/00853/FUL (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=RXKSF6QGORJO00) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 97 residential properties and a care
home, in Chafford and North Stifford ward, in the L (Chafford and North Stifford — North Stifford)
polling district. We believe that this application will be approved before the end of 2024, and this will
mean that construction will likely be underway no later than the end of 2027, looking at the
application being built before the end of 2028.

Given these two planning applications, we estimate that 197 residential dwellings and a care home
would produce an estimated further 399 electors to polling district L, in comparison to the council’s
forecast.

South Ockendon

We believe that planning application 23/01057/NMA (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=RZWGMY QGK8R00) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 92 residential properties in
Ockendon ward, in the AF (Ockendon — Bonnygate) polling district. We believe that this application
will be approved before the end of 2024, and this will mean that construction will likely be underway
no later than the end of 2027, looking at the application being built before the end of 2028. Therefore,
we estimate that 92 residential dwellings would produce an estimated further 167 electors to polling
district AF, in comparison to the council’s forecast.

Southfields

We believe that planning application 23/00897/SCO (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=RY1GNDQGORJ00) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 775 residential properties in Orsett
ward, in the AK (Orsett — Southfields) polling district. We believe that this application will be
approved before the end of 2024, and this will mean that construction will likely be underway no later
than the end of 2027, looking at the application being built before the summer of 2029. We believe
that this site will be included in the local plan, and is included within the consultation, and this
planning application gives good infrastructure to support it. Therefore, we estimate that 775
residential dwellings would produce an estimated further 1411 electors to polling district AK, in
comparison to the council’s forecast.

Thurrock Park

We believe that planning application 19/01058/OUT (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?active Tab=summary&keyVal=PUFLM8QGINZ00) will be built
before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 161 residential properties in Tilbury
Riverside and Thurrock Park ward, in the AZ (Tilbury Riverside and Thurrock Park — Thurrock Park)
polling district. We believe that construction will likely be underway no later than the summer of
2024, looking at the application being built before the end of 2025. We acknowledge that this is
likely incorporated into the standardised forecast, but the evidence does not suggest that it is included
as the electorate of AZ — in which the entire application is — is only increasing by 41 electors. We
believe that the electorate of AZ should increase by a further 287 electors, in comparison to the
standardised forecast.

West Horndon

We believe that planning application 23/01321/SCO (found at: https://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-
applications/caseDetails.do?case Type=Application&keyVal=S3WMJIAQG0ZG00) will be approved
and built before 2029. We believe that this will provide a further 2000 residential properties in Orsett
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ward, in the AH (Orsett — Bulphan) polling district. We believe that this application will be approved
before the summer of 2025, and this will mean that construction will likely be underway no later than
the summer of 2028, looking at the application being built before the end of 2029. We believe that
this site will be included in the local plan, and is included within the consultation, and this planning
application gives good infrastructure to support it. West Horndon is part of a strategic new town set
out by Basildon Borough Council, Brentwood Borough Council, and Thurrock Borough Council. A
recent development was permitted for 3700 homes in West Horndon
(https://thurrock.nub.news/news/local-news/new-village-of-3700-homes-to-be-built-on-thurrock-
border-213201) and we believe that this planning application will also be approved and delivered.
Therefore, we estimate that 2000 residential dwellings would produce an estimated further 3640
electors to polling district AH, in comparison to the council’s forecast.

Mardyke

There is a large encampment around Buckles Lane in Belhus ward. This is completely within G
polling district (Belhus — Mardyke). This encampment is largely a traveller site within cabins. This
area has a large number of unregistered adults, people who are living there but are not on the electoral
register. There are hundreds of homes in this area, and most of them have multiple adult occupants.
The council is undergoing a process of registering these electors, and whilst we accept that we will
not be likely to register all of these adults on the electoral register, we estimate that by 2029, the
registration of this area will increase by roughly 576. This is only about 60% of the estimated
population of the area that is unregistered, but we believe that G polling district will see an increase in
electors by 2029 due to the efforts of the council in registering unregistered adults.

Purfleet

We accept the council’s forecast for Purfleet. Whilst there are permitted developments in Purfleet,
and we want there to be more development and investment in Purfleet, we, unfortunately, have to
accept the reality of the situation. The realty is that the developers in Purfleet have been dragging
their heels and have development has not been as quick as we would like. There are now serious
obstacles with developers when it comes to developing Purfleet, and we do not believe that any more
development will occur. The problems with the Purfleet regeneration scheme have been widely
documented, and we have no choice but to, unfortunately, accept the standardised forecast and that
development in Purfleet is very unlikely to happen.
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Size of the Council

We believe that the size of the Thurrock Council should be reduced.

Thurrock Council currently has six Overview and Scrutiny committees, each with six councillors.
The committee structure of Thurrock Council is currently being revised, and it is likely that Thurrock
Council will end up having three Overview and Scrutiny committees, each with eight members.

Thurrock Council are also looking to reduce the number of other committees, such as the Lower
Thames Crossing Task Force.

As the number of committees is reducing in Thurrock, and given the trends of the boundary
commission recommending a reduction in the number of Councillors, we believe that Thurrock
Council should have a reduction of councillors.

We think that it is important that Thurrock Council retains an odd number of members. This provides
better governance for councils as any party (or coalition) running a council would have an outright
majority, which provides better vision and action for councils.

Whilst we believe that the number of councillors should be reduced, we believe that the boundary
commission is best set to look at other unitary authorities and come to a decision on the best number
for Thurrock. We believe that the best number would be somewhere between 39 and 45 councillors.

Although warding and boundary arrangements are not a prime consideration when it comes to
determining the size of the council, we are aware that the A13 and M25 provides solid, hard, natural
boundaries of communities in Thurrock. For the past 20 years, some wards have crossed this natural
lines and this has provided bad governance for residents. We are particularly concerned with the
community of Purfleet, which is bordered by the river Thames to the south, the council boundary to
the east, the A13 to the north, and the M25 to the east, and with the community of Aveley, which is
bordered by the A13 to the south, M25 to the east, and the council boundary to the north and west.
We believe that it is good governance to have a new Aveley ward and a new Purfleet ward, which
reflects these hard community boundaries. We know that both Aveley and Purfleet may be too
inequal, electorally, if the number of councillors do not work out, and we hope that, for the sake of
clear natural boundaries being used and for the sake of the good people of Aveley and Purfleet, that
you will consider picking a council size which allows them to have their own separate wards. Purfleet
is currently split between two wards (BE and BF polling districts in West Thurrock and South Stifford
and D in Aveley and Uplands) and we have received several complaints from members in D polling
district who are strangely set apart from the rest of Purfleet. Aveley is found in polling districts A, B,
and C in Aveley and Uplands ward. We hope that you will consider how these two communities
should be placed in separate wards, as there is no natural link to other communities other than their
own, when you determine the size of the council.

Thurrock is split into six geographic urban/rural areas — the aforementioned Aveley and Purfleet, as
well as Grays Urban Area, South Thurrock, East Thurrock, and North Thurrock. Grays Urban Area is
bordered by the Thames to the South, M25 to the west, A13 to the north, and A1089 to the east. The
Grays Urban Area encompasses the communities of Grays, Badgers Dene, Little Thurrock, Stifford,
Chafford, South Stifford, and West Thurrock. North Thurrock is bordered by the A13 to the south,
M25 to the west, and the council border to the north and east. North Thurrock encompasses the town
of South Ockendon as well as rural villages, particularly, North Stifford, Orsett, Bulphan, and
Horndon. South Thurrock is bordered by the river Thames to the south and south-east, A1089 to the
west, A13 to the north, and Mucking Marshes to the east. South Thurrock encompasses the towns of
Chadwell St Mary and Tilbury, as will as the villages of Orsett Heath, Linford, East Tilbury, West
Tilbury, and Southfields. East Thurrock is bordered by the A13 to the north, the council border to the

20



east, the river Thames to the south, and fields to the west. East Thurrock encompasses the towns of
Stanford-le-Hope and Corringham, as well as the village of Fobbing.

We hope that the size of the council can provide numbers that allow the hard boundaries that separate
these six urban and rural areas from each other. We do not want any boundary to exceed a 10%
variance, and we believe that it would be a shame if the boundaries had to be drawn in a way that
provides poor governance in order to meet the numerical thresholds.
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Conclusion

Given all the evidence that | have submitted, | believe that the best estimate for the total elector

figures for Thurrock in 2029 will be 143356 electors in 80282 properties. This projects an increase of

electors by 20493 (16.68%) and an increase of properties by 9494 (13.41%). The increase of the

electorate is partially due to natural growth and demographic changes (3405) and partially due to new
housing developments and registering unregistered homes (17088). A ward-by-ward breakdown for
these numbers can be found below:

Ward Polling | Electorate | Forecasted | Electorate
District | (Dec Electorate | Growth
2023) (2029) (raw)
Aveleyand | A 1831 2152 321
Uplands B 2502 2715 213
C 2564 2700 136
D 695 748 53
Total 7592 8404 812
Belhus El 660 727 67
E2 1406 1539 133
F 2910 3056 146
G 2311 3056 745
Total 7287 8448 1161
Chadwell H 668 720 52
St Mary I 2672 2868 196
J 1791 1917 126
K 2270 2434 164
Total 7401 7939 538
Chafford L 558 996 436
and North | M 3117 3249 132
Stifford N 1971 2125 154
Total 5646 6381 735
Corringham | O 1555 1683 128
and P 2270 2384 114
Fobbing Q 608 1133 525
Total 4433 5342 909
East R 3538 3723 185
Tilbury S 1302 1428 126
T 419 450 31
Total 5259 5681 422
Grays ) 3474 3666 192
Riverside V 1333 1415 82
w 3466 3702 236
Total 8273 8883 610
Grays X 2336 2523 187
Thurrock Y 1647 1759 112
z 2718 2921 203
Total 6701 7203 502
Little AA 3269 3400 131
Thurrock AB 1867 2020 153
Blackshots | Total 5136 5575 439
Little AC 1822 2106 284
Thurrock AD 2728 2866 138
Rectory Total 4550 5058 508
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Ockendon AE 1936 2117 181
AF 2773 3170 397
AG1 2047 2217 170
AG2 1660 1796 136
Total 8416 9198 782
Orsett AH 870 4630 3760
Al 1685 1833 148
Al 1475 1627 152
AK 1011 2509 1498
Total 5041 10362 5321
South AL 1784 1917 133
Chafford AM 3398 3531 133
Total 5182 5548 366
Stanford AN 2963 3227 264
East and AO 1758 1921 163
Corringham | AP 1610 1748 138
Town Total 6331 6896 665
Stanford-le- | AQ 2290 2422 132
Hope West | AR 2102 2273 171
AS 1240 1365 125
Total 5632 6030 398
Stifford AT 2638 2858 220
Clays AU 2443 2611 168
Total 5081 5469 388
The AV 1914 2088 174
Homesteads | AW 2413 2618 205
AX 1227 1330 103
AY 842 907 65
Total 6396 6943 547
Tilbury AZ 467 795 328
Riverside BA 2564 2688 124
and BB 1912 2045 133
Thurrock Total | 4943 5528 585
Park
Tilbury St BC 2610 2789 179
Chads BD 1798 1962 164
Total 4408 4751 343
West BE 2373 2594 221
Thurrock BF 1624 1792 168
and South BG 2310 2766 456
Stifford BH 2788 2976 188
Total 9095 9599 504
Thurrock Total 122803 139238 16435
Council

We propose that the electorate of Thurrock Borough Council will increase from 122803 in December
2023 to 139303 in December 2029, this will be an increase of 16500 electors in Thurrock. Given the
current electoral inequalities within wards, and the expected development by the end of 2029, we fully
welcome this review of local government boundaries.

We estimate that the electorate and variance per ward is as follows:
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Ward

Electorate (Dec

Variance (on

Electorate (2029)

Variance (on

2023) current current
boundaries and boundaries and
councillors) councillors)

Aveley and 7592 1% 8315 -3%
Uplands

Belhus 7287 -3% 8378 -2%
Chadwell St Mary | 7401 -2% 7939 -7%
Chafford and 5646 13% 6370 12%
North Stifford

Corringham and 4433 -12% 5200 -9%
Fobbing

East Tilbury 5259 5% 5601 -1%
Grays Riverside 8273 10% 8783 3%
Grays Thurrock 6701 -11% 7203 -16%
Little Thurrock 5136 2% 5420 -5%
Blackshots

Little Thurrock 4550 -9% 4972 -13%
Rectory

Ockendon 8416 12% 9300 9%
South Chafford 5182 3% 5548 -4%
Stanford East and | 6331 -16% 6896 -19%
Corringham Town

Stanford-le-Hope | 5632 12% 6060 7%
West

Stifford Clays 5081 1% 5469 -4%
The Homesteads | 6396 -15% 6943 -19%
Tilbury Riverside | 4943 -1% 5528 -3%
and Thurrock

Park

Tilbury St Chads | 4408 -12% 4751 -16%
West Thurrock 9095 21% 10128 19%
and South Stifford

Thurrock Avg 122803 2506 139303 2843
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