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Dr Sam Rushworth

9th July 2023
Dear Local Government Boundary Commission of England,

As the Labour Parliamentary Candidate for the Bishop Auckland constituency at the next General Election, | am writing to express concern about
some of your proposed changes to local government boundaries. | was selected by party members one year ago in July 2022 and since then we

have had conversations with nearly 9000 voters. This has given me a really good insight into how people view their communities and common
concerns they have. With this knowledge, | would like to offer the following advice:

Firstly, there is big concern in the sub-urban area to the west of Bishop Auckland (particularly Etherley Dean, which views itself as part of the
Bishop Auckland town, but also Etherley, Witton Park and Escomb) that becoming part of a giant 3-member rural ward will leave them less well



represented than remaining in a much geographically smaller 2-member ward based on the current West Auckland ward. While | support the
overall goal to reduce the number of councillors, it does not make sense to create a 3-member super-ward, and a small 1-member ward, rather
than two 2-member wards. Naturally, both of these 2-member wards would need to be larger than they are presently, but this could be achieved
by including Toft Hill and the part of West Auckland that is currently split off into the Evenwood ward, within the West Auckland ward boundary,
then adding parts of Teesdale to the new Evenwood Ward.

I know from my canvassing that this option is favoured by the public. In just a few hours knocking in doors in Etherley Dean, we found more than
one hundred people who were concerned enough by the proposed changes that they took time to discuss them and sign the attached petition in
support of Labour’s counterproposals.

Secondly, that creating a very large 3-member ward in rural Teesdale creates the risk that more remote parts of the ward get overlooked, as it the
population clusters around Barnard Castle. | would favour considering making Barnard Castle town a single member ward, and the remainder of

Teesdale a 2-member ward OR have three single-member wards, because this would ensure villages like Gainford, Ingleton, Whorlton and
Barningham etc to the south, and Mickleton, Middleton-in-Teesdale, Cotherstone etc to the north, are not neglected.

Thank you for considering this and the views of 107 local voters who signed to show their support for Labour’'s West Auckland proposal.
Sincerely,

Sam Rushworth
Labour Parliamentary Candidate

Dr Sam Rushworth

¥
Attached Documents:

e Boundary Changes Petition20230710_07540032_01.pdf
e Boundary Commission Letter SJR.pdf



Dr Sam Rushworth

9t July 2023
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conversations with nearly 9000 voters. This has given me a really good insight into how people view
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following advice:

Firstly, there is big concern in the sub-urban area to the west of Bishop Auckland (particularly Etherley
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Dr Sam Rushworth
Labour Parliamentary Candidate



"piem Jaquiaw-z J3jjews e uje3ads o} [esodoud s, anoqe Jajaid am "Ajpuasaid ase am uey pajuasaidal [|om sS3| BaJe JN0 SABI| P|NOM SIY}
se ‘POOMUDA] PUNOJE PAJJUD pIem Jaquidw-¢ ddie| e 3jeald 0} jesodosd uojssiwwo) Asepunog ay) yam aasde jou op ‘pausisiapun ayl ‘oM




qeq Ja321d 3 “Apuasaid aie am uey) pajuasaldal |jam $S3)|
siwwo) Asepunog a2y3 yum a3ai3e jou op ‘pausisiapun 3yl ‘am

‘pieMm JaquIaL-Z J3|[ews e ule}al o} |esodo.d s ano
‘pPOOMUSIAT PUNOIE PAIIUDI PIEM JIqUIBW-E asie| e a3ea. 0} jesodoad uois




"PiEM J3qUIBW-Z J3|jews e ule3as 0} [esodoud s, noqe J3494d aM ‘Ajauasaid aie am uey) pajuasaidal [|9m SSI| BIJR INO IABI| PINOM SIY)}
S€ ‘POOMUBA] puno.e pasual piem Jaquidw-¢ adie| e ajeald 03 jesodosd uoissiwwo) Alepunog 3y} yum aaide Jou op ‘pausSisiapun ay ‘om




“PAEM J3qUIBWI-Z J3)jews e uje3as 03 jesodoud s,anoqe 43j31d am “Ajjuasasd ase am ueyy pajuasasdal |I3M ss3] BaJe JNO 3Ae3| pNOM SIY)}
Se ‘pOOMUDA] punoue pasjuad piem Jaquisw-g adse| e ajeasd 03 jesodoud uojssiwwoy) Aiepunog ay3 yum aai8e jou op ‘paudisiapun ayy ‘s




‘piem Jaquiaw-z Jajjews e uiejal o} jesodoud s,anoqe Jajaad ap "Ajjuasald ase am uey) pajuasaidal ||am SS3] Base JN0 IAed| P|NOM SIY)
Se ‘pPOOMUBA] punoJe paijuad pijem Jaquiaw-g adie| e 3jeald o0} jesodosd uoissiwwo) Atepunog a3yl yiim aaide jou op ‘pausisiapun a3yl ‘om




'piem Jaquiaw-z J3jjews e ujejas o} jesodoud s, Jnoqe Jajaad 3 ‘Ajjuasaid aie am uey) pajuasaidal ||9m SS3| BIJe INO IAEI| PINOM S|y}
Sse ‘pOOMUIA] PUNOJE PaIUId piem Jaquidw-g aie| e ajeald oy} jesodosd uojssiwwo) Azepunog ay3 yum aaiSe Jou op ‘pausisiapun ay} ‘om




‘PiEeM Joquiswi-

Z19jjews e ujejai o3 jesodoud s, anoqeT 1353.d ap "Apuasaid ase am ueyi pajuasaidal ||am ssa| aJe Ino aAe3| pjnom SIy3 se

‘POOMUBA] punoJe paJuad piem Jaquiaw- € a8.e| e 33ea1d 03 [esodosd uoISSIWWOY Asepunog ay3 yum aa18e 10u op ‘pausisiapun ay; ‘o




"PIBM JaquuswW-Z J3)jews e ujejal o} [esodo.d s anoqe 1353.4d 9 ‘Apuasaid aie am uey) pajuasaidal [I3M S$3] B3.E UNO 3AE3| P|NOM S1Y] Se
‘POOMUBA] punoJe paJjuad plem Jaquaw- g adse| e 3jeald 03 [esodoud uoissiwwo) Azepunog ay3 yim aa.8e Jou op ‘pausisiapun ayi ‘am




‘pPieMm JaquIaW-Z J43j|ews e ulelas 0} |esodoud s anoqeq Jaja4d a9\ "Apuasaad ase am ueyl pajuasaidal ||am s3] e3Je JNO IAe3| PINOM SIY] Se
‘POOMUBAI pUNO.Ie Pailuad pJem Jaquiaw- ¢ adie| e ajeald o} jesodoad uoissiwwo) Asepunog ayl yum aaide jou op ‘pausdisiapun ayi ‘asm




'PIEM J3qIaW-Z 13 |ews e uiejal o3 |esodoud s anoqe aayaad 9 *Apuasaid ase am ueyy paiuasaidaul ||am ss3| eale Jno anea| pjnom sjy3 se
‘POOMUBA] punoJe paJjuad piem Jaquiaw- € asie| e ajeasn 0} |esodoud uoissiwwo) Azepunog ay3 yum aaie Jou op ‘pausisiapun ay ‘am




‘PAEM J3qUIBW-Z J3jjews e ule3as 0} [esodoud s noqe 435a1d 3 “Apuasaid aie am ueyy pajuasaidal j|am ss3| eale Jno anea| pjnom siyj se
‘POOMURA] punoJe Pasjuad pJem Jaquiaw- ¢ adle| e ajeasd 03 lesodoid uoissiwwo) Asepunog ay3 yum aaise Jou op ‘pausisiapun ays ‘om




*piEM JaquIawW-Z JI|jews e uje3as 0} [esodoid s, Jnoqe 1334d 3 ‘Appuasaid aie am uey) pajuasaidal ||am SS3] BaJe JNO IABI| PINOM SIY}
Se ‘pPOOMUDA] PUNOJE PaJiudd piem Jaquiaw-¢ adie| e ajeasd o3 [esodoad uoissiwwo) Asepunog ayl yym aaise Jou op ‘paudisiapun ayl ‘oM






