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Dear LGBCE

I have submitted these attached documents online with an initial proposal but I am also sending these via email to your reviews address to ensure
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Gloucestershire County Council LGBCE 2023 Review 
 
Gloucestershire County Labour Group – initial consultation comments June 2023 
 
Thank you launching this review and inviting initial comments. These initial 
comments respond to the challenge of creating 11 electoral divisions (rather than the 
current 10) within the Stroud District Council boundary whilst seeking to address the 
considerations and criteria to be applied.  
 
We have particular knowledge of these areas as four out of the five members of our 
political group represent County Council seats within Stroud District. 
 
Our methodology has been to apply the proposed number of 55 councillors to the 
projected 2029 electorate of 522,747, which gives a county average of 9,504. We 
have then looked at a range of options that would be within the range of +10% or -
10% of this figure, whilst taking into account the other criteria. 
 
Based on this we attach a version of your data file with tabs inserted for each of the 
11 divisions together with a map showing these. In summary these give as below. 
 
 

 Electoral Division  

2029 Projected 
Electors 

Difference to 
Projected Average 

Projected Percent 
Variance  

Cam Valley 10,402 898 9.4% 

Dursley 8,893 -631 -7.6% 

Hardwicke & Severn 9,260 -244 -2.6% 

Minchinhampton 9,106 -398 -4.2% 

Nailsworth 8,969 -535 -5.6% 

Rodborough 9,080 -424 -4.5% 

Stonehouse 9,436 -68 -0.7% 

Stroud Central  8,670 -834 -8.8% 

Stroud East 9,135 -369 -3.9% 

Stroud North 9,430 -74 -0.8% 

Wotton Under Edge 8,578 -926 -9.7% 

 
 
Cam Valley – this is an area of significant current and future planned growth. In 
order to contain this ED within a 10% variance, we have suggested removing Polling 
District BVG Hinton and BVF Hamfallow, whilst leaving BVE Hamfallow in the Cam 
Valley ED. This would mean that two EDs would cover Hamfallow Parish, however, 
having considered the alternatives, this is necessary in order to maintain a 
contiguous area which includes the town of Berkeley whilst keeping just under the 
+10% variance at +9.4% against the 2029 projected county average. 
 
Dursley – this proposal retains Dursley Town and runs northward to include, as now, 
the parishes of Frocester and Leonard Stanley. For reasons of numerical balance it 
removes, however, Polling District CUC Owlpen to Wotton-Under-Edge ED. The 
latter is arguable, however, we calculate that retaining the 37 electors in CUC in the 



Dursley ED would push Wotton Under Edge ED marginally over the variance at 
10.1%. The proposed Dursley ED would have a variance of -7.6% against the 2029 
projected county average. 
 
Hardwicke and Severn – this proposal retains this division running alongside the 
Severn Estuary with the changes being the addition of Polling Districts BVG Hinton 
and BVF Hamfallow (from Cam Valley ED) and removal of Polling District HF Hunts 
Grove. The latter is a significant area of residential development which we propose 
forms part of what we refer to as Stroud North ED, which is in effect the new 11th ED. 
The proposed Hardwicke and Severn ED would have a variance of -2.6% against the 
2029 projected county average. 
 
Minchinhampton – this proposal retains the Minchinhampton ED but with Polling 
Districts TB and TC from Brimscombe and Thrupp moved into an ED we refer to as 
Stroud East. This meets the criteria and contributes to a solution which creates the 
new 11th ED. The proposed Minchinhampton ED would have a variance of -4.2% 
against the 2029 projected county average. 
 
Nailsworth – this proposal retains an ED with Nailsworth Town and the parishes of 
Horsley, Woodchester and Kings Stanley together with Polling District AWA 
Amberley. The proposed Nailsworth ED would have a variance of -5.6% against the 
2029 projected county average. 
 
Rodborough – this proposal retains an ED consisting of Cainscross Parish and 
Rodborough District Ward. The Polling Districts TA would, however, be moved into 
an ED we refer to as Stroud East. TA is the Rodborough Butterow Parish Ward 
which forms part of Thrupp District Ward. Our proposal would also move RWRA, the 
Randwick South East Parish Ward into what we refer to as the Stroud North ED, 
which is in effect the new 11th ED. These changes better balance numbers and 
achieve the overall solution required. The proposed Rodborough ED would have a 
variance of -4.5% against the 2029 projected county average. 
 
Stonehouse – this proposal retains an ED consisting of Stonehouse Town and 
Eastington Parish. The Polling District HI, which is Standish Parish, would, however, 
be moved into what we refer to as the Stroud North ED, which is in effect the new 
11th ED. These changes better balance numbers and achieve the overall solution 
required. The proposed Stonehouse ED would have a variance of -0.7% against the 
2029 projected county average. 
  
Stroud Central – this proposal would retain five of the six District Wards in Stroud 
Town whilst moving Stroud Trinity Ward (Polling District STTA) which would form 
part of the ED we refer to as Stroud East. A large part of the area of Stroud Trinity 
ward is rural in character and similar to the adjacent Thrupp ward. In addition Bisley 
Road and Middle Street form a well-defined border for the most part between Trinity 
Ward and the rest of Stroud Town. This change better balance numbers and helps 
achieve the overall solution required. The proposed Stroud Central ED would have a 
variance of -8.8% against the 2029 projected county average. 
 
Stroud East – this ED would be formed from parts of the current Painswick and 
Bisley ED together with the additions of SSTA Stroud Trinity and Brimscombe and 



Thrupp District Ward (Polling Districts TA, TB and TC), with TA being the 
Rodborough Butterow Parish Ward currently in Rodborough ED. The Upton St 
Leonards Polling Districts PUH and PUI would become part of the new Stroud North 
ED. These changes better balance numbers and achieve the overall solution 
required to create an 11th ED. The proposed Stroud East ED would have a variance 
of -3.9% against the 2029 projected county average. 
 
Stroud North – this is in effect the new 11th ED consisting of the Stroud District parts 
of the settlements that border Gloucester and Tewkesbury Borough and areas 
southward to Stroud Town’s northern boundary. This includes areas of current and 
planned residential expansion of Hunts Grove HF and Coopers Edge within Upton St 
Leonards Ward, together with parishes of Brookthorpe, Harescombe, Harsefield, 
Edge, Standish, Randwick and Whiteshill. The proposed Stroud North ED would 
have a variance of -0.8% against the 2029 projected county average. 
 
Wotton Under Edge – this proposal retains an ED focused on the town of Wotton 
Under Edge with the addition, from Dursley ED, of Polling District CUC Owlpen. This 
consists of a large estate and has a 2029 projection of just 37 electors. Inclusion of 
CUC is arguable, however, we calculate that placing this in the Wotton Under Edge 
ED would keep it marginally under the variance range at +9.7% against the 2029 
projected county average. 
 
 
John Bloxsom 
Gloucestershire County Group Leader 
John.bloxsom@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 
2 June 2023 
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