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We would like to set out our opposition to the proposals to split up the Astley Bridge ward because
we believe these changes would damage the local community. The Astley Bridge and Sharples area
has a long history spanning several centuries and this local identity should not be tampered with.
As a local community, we come together as residents to work together on a large range of projects
every year. Within the ward we have events on Andrew Lane park such as the annual Christmas
lights switch on, Remembrance Day, Easter egg hunts for local school children and more recently
consultation days have been held there as well. Such local events work to bring people together
and they have been very successful in doing so, creating a real sense of community identity for
local residents. The residents in the areas that you are proposing to move into the South Turton
ward are a real part of this community and it would harm the area to divide us in this way. Overall,
we do not think that it would provide any benefit to the local area to go ahead with these
proposals. 
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