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As a resident of Southampton with basic knowledge of the human geography in most parts of the
city and a keen interest on the drawing of political boundaries, I think this proposal represents the
city's communities of interest very well. I particularly favour splitting Bargate to reflect the stark
differences between the northern and southern parts of the ward. I would recommend changing the
names to Bargate and Polygon to better represent the neighbourhoods within each ward. One
change that I find questionable is the expansion of the Swaythling ward down to Welbeck Avenue,
and splitting the Highfield neighbourhood as a result. However, given the nature and distributions of
the populations in this part of the city, I don't believe there is any better alternative to this
configuration, unless Swaythling were to remain underpopulated.
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