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Hi. I would like to let you know that | as an independent councillor agree with the views of Councillor Steve
Walmsley. He is passionate about the town of Thornaby and | think his views should be taken into account in sorting
out ward boundaries. He has been a councillor both town and Borough for many years and he knows his town and
his residents. Historical boundaries should be taken into account, probably over other views. It's not always all about
numbers.

| have Cllr Walmsley's permission to forward his email to you.
Thank you

Helen Atkinson
Independent Councillor, Billingham West

Email: Helen.atkinson2 @stockton.gov.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/BillinghamWestWard

Ward Surgeries are held on the Third Monday of the month at Wolviston Court Community Centre, Clifton Ave 6-
6:30pm except August and December. If you cannot get to the surgery you can contact me by phone anytime.

From: Steve Walmsley <Steve.Walmsley@stockton.gov.uk>
Sent: Wednesday, December 8, 2021 12:22 PM

To: DL All Council Members; DL CMT Members

Subject: Ward boundaries

This document was classified as: NOT WORK RELATED

The more | hear and read about the nonsense of proposed boundary changes - particularly in relation to Thornaby-
on-Tees - the dafter it gets. Comments made by one group (a bit thin on the ground in Thornaby) smacks of
astonishing ignorance or maybe an element of axe grinding. What they know about the complexities/nuances of
Thornaby would probably struggle to fill the back of a stamp. And yet the people carrying out this nonsense seem to
have taken it all in.

Let’s be clear, this isn’t a ward boundary issue, it is a town boundary matter - as explained over and over again and
with defining maps as evidence. Bassleton Beck was also quite recently cited as a Thornaby/Ingleby boundary by a
planning inspector when rejecting an appeal at Hollybush Farm. A five year old could understand the whole
argument.



So much gibberish has accompanied this controversy. The proposed Ingleby Barwick South is actually east of Ingleby
and would entail moving a Welcome to Thornaby on Tees sign a quarter of a mile north whilst redesignating TIBS (in
Village Ward) as soon to be located in nebulous Ingleby South. It is preposterous and would be risible if not so
outrageously stupid.

One of the latest suggestions is that Thornaby members should ask for support from Ingleby residents. What
residents? The land in question is an open field so we may as well ask the birds. It’s also been said that would be
residents would probably prefer a ‘perceived’ upmarket address (pandering to would be developers). All
hypothetical and presumably arrived at following consultation of phantom residents by a mystic. Come on. Let’s get
real.

Don’t suppose my message will alter entrenched biased opinion, but perhaps we can get some sort of reaction from
the MP. Wonder where he stands on this issue. He has recently kicked off about mass housing development in
certain areas. Wonder if this fits his criteria and will he spring to Thornaby town’s defence as robustly as he has with
pretentious leafier neighbourhoods? We can only ask!

Steve
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Any opinions or statements expressed in this e mail are those of the individual and not
necessarily those of Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council.

This e mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you receive this in error, please do not disclose any information to
anyone and notify the sender at the above address.

Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council’s computer systems and communications may be
monitored to ensure effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.

Although we have endeavoured to ensure that this e mail and any attachments are
free from any virus we would advise you to take any necessary steps to ensure that
they are actually virus free.
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