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Subject: West Northamptonshire Councillor Numbers
Attachments:  Council Size submission - West Northamptonshire Boundary Review.pdf

Categories: Submissions, Nicole

Good afternoon, 
 
Please see my submission on council size attached. It is quite brief as I am an individual it would not make great 
sense to do a very large submission. However, the submission is backed up by data from West Northamptonshire 
Council and the most recent Electoral data available on your website (though is was last updated on 11th February 
2021 – I did ask for more recent data but told this is not available). 
 
Kind regards, 
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About You
 
I am a local resident in the council area . 
 

The Context for your proposal 
 
This boundary review should have taken place before West Northamptonshire Council was 
created. The current boundaries make the voice of residents unequal and many boundaries 

sive communities. The 
councillor numbers were just the most convenient at the time and do not seem to be based 
on any real evidence. 
 
Our proposal will look at relevant evidence of unitary councils which are similarly sized and 
a similar geography. I will also look at the number of members needed to be able to support 
residents of the council and to fulfil the functions of the cabinet and various committees of 
the council.  
 

Local Authority Profile 
 
West Northamptonshire is made up of Northampton Town, which is the largest population 
centre making up around 45% of the population. The rest of the council area consists of 
three small towns, Brackley, Daventry and Towcester, and many villages and smaller 
settlements.  
 
Currently wards consist of around 10,000 electors, in the towns these wards can be 
manageable, but the rural areas can be covering many square miles and in many cases 
cover ten or more parishes. These large rural wards are very difficult for councillors to 
represent effectively. 
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Similar Unitary Councils
 

I have identified the ten unitary councils most similar to West Northamptonshire in terms of 
both size and geography. Of these councils it would suggest the smallest number of 
members West Northamptonshire should have is 76 and the highest number 108. If I chose 
the mean number of councillors, comparative to the number of electors, West 
Northamptonshire should have 85 members. The detail of these councils can be found in 
appendix 2. 
 
Summary 

 
Given all of the detail in our submission I believe that for residents to be effectively 
represented and for the council to be effective in carrying out its function the optimum 
number of members should be 85. With the current arrangements of the council this would 
mean on average each non-executive councillor will serve on two committees. Even with 
projected growth each councillor will be representing less than 4,000 electors and the 
council will be able to function effectively with its current set up. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








