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Accompanying letter for draft ward boundary proposals for Solihull  
 
I am writing as Leader of the Opposition in relation to the ongoing boundary review for 
Solihull. This submission is one that has been developed following conversations with 
opposition Councillors and residents from all localities across the borough. 
 
The reason an alternative to the Council’s submission is being brought forward is that 
no opposition Councillors have voted for the Council’s own proposals. There are a 
number of significant failings with the Council’s proposals, which I would like to explain 
before providing the rationale for the alternative proposals. 
 
North Solihull 
The 2019 Indices of Deprivation show that the Lower Super Output Areas ranked as 
“the most dprived” in the borough are in the locality referred to as “North Solihull”. 
North Solihull is comprised of the wards Castle Bromwich, Chelmsley Wood, 
Kingshurst & Fordbridge, and Smiths Wood. Castle Bromwich as a ward is the least 
deprived of the wards in North Solihull. It is also a ward that is surrounded by two 
neighbouring local authorities, sharing only one internal ward boundary (with Smiths 
Wood). Because of the relatively low availability of developable land in North Solihull, 
there is relatively less growth forecast in electorate size. Due to the constraints of 
Castle Bromwich, the whole exercise of redrawing boundaries needs to start from 
Castle Bromwich. 
 
However, there is a consideration outside of the scope of the boundary review, that is 
pertinent to delivering a successful proposal. As noted by the Electoral Reform Society, 
areas with higher levels of deprivation have lower rates of electoral registration. By 
delivering a proposal that significantly increases the dilution of votes in these areas, 
relative to other parts of the borough, the Council runs the risk of compounding many 
of the inequalities in these wards. 
 
As a result, our proposal delivers a -0.04% variance across the 3 wards with the 
highest concentrations of LSOAs with the highest levels of deprivation, compared with 
the Councils 2.08% variance from the average by 2029.  

 

COUNCILLOR MAX McLOUGHLIN 
74 Kingslea Road 
Solihull 
B91 1TL 
Telephone:  
email: max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk 

30th October 2023 

 

 


























