


SOUTHPORT LIBERAL DEMOCRATS SUBMISSION TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND 

 
Council Size 
 
The Southport Liberal Democrats note the decision of the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England to maintain the size of the Council at 66. 
However, given the figures provided for the electorate, we consider that the LGBCE 
should tweak the figure to 63.  

The reason for this is because under a 66 members council, the area north of RAF 
Woodvale (which for ease we will call Southport) is entitled to 22 members. Should 
the LGBCE decide to retain 3 member wards, this would either mean all Southport 
wards would be above average in size hence Southport would only receive 21 
rather than 22 members, or a ward would be created which spanned both north 
and south of RAF Woodvale. Such a ward would be uncompact and fail to provide 
the distinct geographical boundary we currently have.  

A third option would be to consider some wards with fewer than 3 members. The 
Southport Liberal Democrats would prefer 3 councillors per ward. However, this 
should not come at the expense of Southport receiving its fair share, one third, of 
Councillors on the Council.  

This is why we consider reducing the Council to 63 members to be the optimal 
solution. This allows the area North of RAF Woodvale to receive 21 Councillors and 
the area South of RAF Woodvale to receive 42.  

North of RAF Woodvale (Southport) 

Should the Council size reduce to 63, there would be no need for change to the 
boundaries in Southport. Every ward would be within 4% of the average and by 2029 
every ward would be within 6% variance. The commission could opt to adjust 
boundaries to make them even more equal but the figures are well within tolerance.  

A good argument for not tweaking the current boundaries under a 63 member 
council is that Ainsdale ward is almost perfectly sized. This is important because it 
means no tweaks are required to the Ainsdale/Birkdale boundary which is set to 
become the new parliamentary boundary following the report of the Boundary 
Commission for England. 

Here you can see just how well balanced the area North of Woodvale looks under a 
63 member council. 

Name of ward 
Number 
of cllrs 

per 
ward 

Electorate 
2023 Variance Electorate 

2029 Variance 

Ainsdale 3 10,158 -1% 10,634 -1% 



Birkdale 3 10,212 -1% 10,366 -4% 
Cambridge 3 9,893 -4% 10,130 -6% 

Dukes 3 10,630 4% 11,148 3% 
Kew 3 10,428 2% 11,264 4% 

Meols 3 10,014 -2% 10,721 -1% 
Norwood 3 10,473 2% 10,883 1% 

North of RAF 
Woodvale 21 71,808 0% 75,146 0% 

 

South of Woodvale (Sefton Central & Bootle) 

The area South of RAF Woodvale splits across two current parliamentary constituencies; 
Bootle & Sefton Central.   

Under a 63 member council, all wards in Sefton Central are within 10% tolerance at the 
moment but Blundellsands will become 11% below average by 2029 and Sudell will be 
10% above the average. The overall allocation is just 3% below the average at the 
moment and will be just 2% below in 2029.  

Name of ward 
Number 
of cllrs 

per 
ward 

Electorate 
2023 Variance Electorate 

2029 Variance 

Blundellsands 3 9,385 -9% 9,574 -11% 
Harington 3 9,949 -3% 10,258 -5% 

Manor 3 9,989 -3% 10,981 2% 
Molyneux 3 10,178 -1% 10,824 0% 

Park 3 9,842 -4% 10,474 -3% 
Ravenmeols 3 9,659 -6% 10,172 -6% 

Sudell 3 10,412 1% 11,853 10% 
Sefton Central 21 69,414 -3% 74,138 -2% 

 

In the Bootle constituency, the majority of the wards would be more than 10% under 
the quota under a 63 member Council.  

 
Name of ward 

Number 
of cllrs 

per 
ward 

Electorate 
2023 Variance Electorate 

2029 Variance 

Church 3 9,268 -10% 9,529 -12% 
Derby 3 9,065 -12% 9,359 -13% 
Ford 3 9,334 -9% 9,535 -12% 

Linacre 3 8,914 -13% 9,300 -14% 
Litherland 3 8,979 -13% 9,894 -8% 

Netherton and Orrell 3 9,726 -5% 10,092 -6% 



St Oswald 3 8,318 -19% 8,529 -21% 
Victoria 3 10,755 5% 10,867 1% 
Bootle 24 74,359 -9% 77,105 -11% 

 

This is because the Bootle constituency, unlike the other constituencies in the borough, 
currently contains 8 wards. If the Bootle parliamentary constituency was reduced to 7 
wards it would be just 3% above average now and just 2% over average by 2029. 

 

Name of ward 
Number 
of cllrs 

per 
ward 

Electorate 
2023 Variance Electorate 

2029 Variance 

Bootle With 8 Wards 24 74,359 -9% 77,105 -11% 
Bootle With 7 Wards 21 74,359 3% 77,105 2% 

 

Proposed Wards 

Unchanged Wards 

The Liberal Democrats would propose no change to all Southport wards (Ainsdale, 
Birkdale, Cambridge, Dukes, Kew, Meols, Norwood) and no change to Harrington, 
Manor, Molyneux and Ravemeols. This means that majority of wards, 11 of the 21 
proposed wards, would see no change from their current boundaries. 

Park & Sudell 

The Liberal Democrats propose moving almost all of A4 from Sudell to Park. This would 
create a strong natural boundary down along the A59. This change would make Sudell 
9% below average on today’s electorate but by 2029, it would be almost exactly average 
due to the large scale housing developments taking place in the ward.  

Blundellsands & Victoria 

Blundellsands is 9% under quote and would become 11% under quota by 2029. 
Conversely, Victoria ward is above average. As such, the Liberal Democrats propose that 
part of the L1 polling district moves from Victoria to Blundellsands. This would make a 
strong boundary along College Road and make a southern boundary along Brook Road 
East. This is highly desirable because Brook Road West is already the southern 
boundary on the western side of the ward. The new southern boundary would be a 
single straight line.  

Church  

Church ward is too small under a 63 members Council. We propose the addition of 
polling district J1 from Linacre ward. Currently Seaforth is split in half. Under this place 



the majority of Seaforth would fall within Church ward creating a stronger community 
link. 

Bootle North and Bootle South 

Under a 63 member Council, the Bootle constituency loses one ward. The Liberal 
Democrats proposes the creation of Bootle North and Bootle South wards. This honours 
the tradition of wards being named after park as North Park would be central to Bootle 
North ward and South Park would be in Bootle South ward.  

Bootle North would be centred around the North Park and contain polling districts J2, J3, 
J4, G3, G4 and parts of H6, H5 and G5. By splitting H5 and 6 along Marsh Lane and the 
old railway we make a much stronger, straighter boundary. Currently, the northern 
parts of H5 in particular seem detached from the rest of the polling district.  

Splitting G5 creates a much strong physical boundary. The railway line becomes the 
boundary for Bootle North. 

Bootle South becomes the remainder or the old Derby and Linacre wards. This would 
include J5, J6, H1, H2, H3, H4 and the remaining parts of H5 and H6. 

Litherland & Orrell, Ford and Netherton 

The final 3 wards we propose are Litherland & Orrell, Ford and Netherton.  

Litherland & Orrell takes the Litherland proper part of the old Litherland ward (G1, G6 
and G5 north of the railway line) and the Orrell part of the old Netherton & Orrell (D1, 
D2 and D3). Additionally, Litherland & Orell gains part of F1 from Ford (South of Stanley 
Park). This allows for Litherland Town Hall and Litherland Park to be returned to 
Litherland ward.   

By removing Orell from Netherton, we are able to make a single Netherton ward which 
much better represents the community. Previously Netherton was split between 
Netherton & Orrell and St Oswald’s.  Losing Orrell allowed Netherton to gain E4, E5, E6 
and part of E2 creating a boundary down the Marian Way.  

Finally, Ford ward extends slightly having lost F1 to Litherland. It gains E1, E3 and the 
remainder of E2.  

Conclusions 

The proposed changes would mean the majority of the borough would see no 
change in their warding arrangements. Southport would receive one third of the 
councillors, mirroring its share of the electorate. Where there are changes, they 
create stronger boundaries which better reflect communities.  

A map and a table of electorates and current variances are attached. Where 
polling districts are split, these figures are best estimates based on the electoral 
register.  



Old Ward New Name Current Gains Loses Final Estimated Variance Changes
Ainsdale Ainsdale 10,158 0 0 10158 -1.1% No Change
Birkdale Birkdale 10,212 0 0 10212 -0.5% No Change

Cambridge Cambridge 9,893 0 0 9893 -3.6% No Change
Dukes Dukes 10,630 0 0 10630 3.5% No Change
Kew Kew 10,428 0 0 10428 1.6% No Change

Meols Meols 10,014 0 0 10014 -2.5% No Change
Norwood Norwood 10,473 0 0 10473 2.0% No Change

Ravenmeols Ravenmeols 9659 0 0 9659 -5.9% No Change
Harrington Harrington 9949 0 0 9949 -3.1% No Change

Park Lydiate & Maghull West 9842 1091 0 10933 6.5% Gains A4 from Sudell

Sudell Sudell 10412 0 1091 9321 -9.2%
Loses A4 to Park. Ward set for huge growth so by 2029 

will be exactly average
Molyneux Molyneux 10178 0 0 10178 -0.9% No Change

Manor Manor 9989 0 0 9989 -2.7% No Change
Victoria Victoria 10755 0 1121 9634 -6.2% Loses L1 South of College Road to Blundellsands

Blundellsands Blundellsands 9385 1121 0 10506 2.3% Gains L1 South of College Road from Victoria
Church Church 9268 1606 0 10874 5.9% Gains J1 from Linacre Ward

Derby Bootle South 9065 2885 1158 10792 5.1%
Gains J5 and J6 from Linacre Ward. Loses parts of H5 
and H6 north of Marsh Lane and the old railway line

Linacre Bootle North 8914 5819 4491 10242 -0.2%

Gains G2, G3, G4 and part of G5 south of the railway 
line. Gains part of H5 and H6 north of Marsh Lane and 
the old railway line. Loses J5 and J6 to Derby Ward and 

J1 to Church ward

Litherland Litherland & Orell 8979 5791 4209 10561 2.9%
Loses G2, G3, G4 and part of G5 south of the railway 
line. Gains D1, D2 and D3 from Netherton & Orrell. 
Gains part of F1 from Ford (South of Stanley Park)

Ford Ford 9725 2184 1000 10909 6.3%
Loses part of F1 (South of Stanley Park) to Litherland. 

Gains E1, E3 and part of E2 (Split down the Marian way)

Netherton & Orell Netherton 9726 6134 4791 11069 7.8%
Loses D1, D2 and D3 to Litherland & Gains E4, E5, E6 
and a small part of E2 from St Oswald (Split down the 

Marian way)




