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Sir
Thank you for inviting comment on the Local Government Boundary Commission review. We live
in Hinxworth in Arbury ward (residents for 30 years since January 1993) We are very uncomfortable
with the Boundary Commission’s proposal as the proposed combined Ashwell and Weston ward is far
too big – and the combined urban and rural character and demographic will be contradictory. The
urban residents will be distinct from the rest of Baldock – dividing them from the focal centre of
their community. Rural residents would have their representation mixed up with urban residents
aligned with Baldock. The version proposed by North Herts Council with Arbury continuing to have
one representative and the land allocated for development becoming part of the Baldock East ward
and having two representatives is much more logical. It reflects a more balanced and sensitive
response to local needs: those of the rural villages and the residents of the new developments. The
smaller Arbury ward would have one representative and the larger Baldock East would have two
representatives. I therefore write to object to the Commissions’s proposal and to express a strong
preference for the NHDC alternative. Yours faithfully
Professor
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