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Parish Councils are too small. Having been Chair of Slaley Parish Council I know that PCs struggle
to find new councillors in rural areas. If for example, Slaley, Healey and Whitley Chapel PCs were
one, you would have a lot stronger committees with talent not spread too thinly. The issues are the
same for each PC, it would make the areas more cohesive, and one Parish Clerk would be needed.
The joint precepts would mean the new larger PC coukd support more meaningful, larger projects. I
also believe the County Council woukd pay more attention to a more skilled, knowledgeable,
professional PC as currently the PC’s views and opinions are frequently dismissed by NCC.
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