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I would like to join with other residents in opposing the proposals to divide the Astley Bridge ward
and to create from parts of it a South Turton ward. For many years, local community groups such
as the Friends of Astley Bridge and ward Clir's have worked hard to create harmony in the area and
to bring residents together. This has led to the holding of a large Christmas fete at Andrew Lane
Park and other more local projects such as the creation of local artwork displays and the
maintenance of local flower troughs. This makes residents feel part of the area and as a testament
to that over a thousand people gather at Christmas. By removing the areas surrounding Whitehill
Lane and Eagley Bank from the ward, these people would be removed from the community and we
will lose a lot of the positives that these events bring about. Needless to say that due to their
inclusion and the strong local identity in Astley Bridge, residents in these areas have no connection
to the rest of the new South Turton ward and it would not be a natural fit.
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