


Hertford Heath and so in the Hertford Heath & Brickendon ward
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little Amwell).

Dominance of the Urban Voice

We appreciate that the remit of the LGBCE is to deliver electoral equality, but we are still 
concerned that in the long term the result will be that the proportion of councillors 
representing rural electors will get smaller and smaller. This is not an issue unique to East 
Hertfordshire, and indeed is likely much more severe in even more rural areas of England.

While it is clearly right in principle that each councillor should represent an equal part of 
the total electorate, it can create under-representation of a different kind.  This is 
analogous to the situation in Scotland where it has become necessary to have three 
protected constituencies where they do not have to remain within the +/- 5% of the 
electoral quota, so that the unique situation in the Western and Northern Isles are 
adequately represented.

It is inevitable that with the need for development to be sustainable, which largely means 
to build new homes where services are available, that towns will grow and suck in council 
seats leaving very large rural wards with few councillors.  While they may represent an
appropriate quota of the electorate, the issues that affect their electorate especially (such 
as rural buses) may lose out in the council chambers.

We suggest that the LGBCE could identify the potential problem to ministers as it will need 
policy decisions at some point.

Yours faithfully

William Brown

Chair




