
COUNTY COUNCIL – 25TH NOVEMBER 2010 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6 – BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL  
ELECTORAL REVIEW 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 
 
“ That the Local Government Boundary Commission for England  be informed 
that the County Council’s consultation response, with supporting evidence, on 
Council size, to apply from May 2013 is:- 
 
1 That Option 4, outlined  on page 27 of the Blue Book, should be pursued and 
that a Council size figure of 49 members, a reduction of 8 from the existing 57,  is 
appropriate.  
 
The evidence in support of this is as follows:- 
 
Reduction in the number of members 
 
The Council considers that a reduction in elected county councillors to 49 would be 
appropriate because :- 
 

 an  average figure of 7750 electors per Division would maintain an acceptable 
level of democratic representation whilst remaining being below the national 
average figure for the English counties of 8800 electors per division. 

 an 8 member reduction would represent a cost saving in excess of £100,000 
per annum, including on costs. This contributes towards the level of cost 
savings we are having to achieve right across Council services, which includes 
significant staff savings 

 whilst it is accepted that a reduction of 8 members would mean changes in the 
workload for other members, it is considered that a total of 49 members would 
still allow the Council to conduct its full democratic, representative, legal and 
advocacy responsibilities effectively and efficiently.  

 in addition to County Councillors, the people of Buckinghamshire are also 
represented by other elected councillors, including district, town and parish 
councillors, to ensure adequate local representation for all individuals and 
communities in the County at all levels. 

 The recent Bucks Debate has shown members of the public support reductions 
in central administration costs including  a reduction in the number of elected 
members  

 
2 That the Council favours a return to all single member divisions thereby 
abolishing all the existing two member divisions. 
 
 



The Council considers that it is appropriate to abolish all its existing two-
member divisions because :- 
 

 Single member divisions improve accountability  
 Single member divisions improve  transparency  
 Single member divisions assist the development of a direct relationship 

between the county councillor and the electorate and with local organisations. 
 It is confusing to the electorate where the responsibility lies between the two 

elected members representing the division. 
 One of the primary roles of elected members is to act as community leader or 

champion. The duplication of effort, in routine constituency work for each 
member in a two–member division, makes it more difficult for them to 
undertake this role successfully. 

  Elected members in a two-member division invariably agree to split the 
electorate on a geographical basis, thus effectively recreating single member 
divisions.  

 Notwithstanding any working arrangements highlighted in the point above, 
members, by principle, could represent twice the number of electors than they 
would in a single-member division.  

 Individual members in two-member divisions can have different views about 
the same local issues and this can confuse the electorate 

 In addition to the point above, electors can lobby both the members which can 
result in a fragmented approach 

 
 
 The above will now form the Council’s response to the Boundary 
Commission on Council size and will be sent to the Commission immediately 
after the Council meeting. 
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