






ABC has no views on the structure of local government. Its concern is that the names and 
terminology of local government do not perpetuate the confusion in the public mind between local 
government and the historic counties. Hence, we request that, in making recommendations to the 
Secretary of State on the names of the proposed new local authorities, the Boundary Committee 
follows the following ethos: 

• None of the new unitary authorities should use the style ‘County Council’. They should be 
known simply as ‘Council’; 

• None of the new unitary authorities should make unqualified use of an historic county name. 
 

Specifically with regards to the Suffolk Structural review, we are in total agreement with the 
names proposed by the Boundary Committee for England.  
 
We do, however, strongly recommend that the new authorities are not permitted to carry the 
style ‘county council’, but rather that of ‘council’. This will emphasise the unitary nature of 
these councils and also help to establish a new, clear corporate identity for the authority(ies).  
 
In summary, we recommend the following names for the putative new unitary authorities.  
 
Pattern A: 
Constituent Area ABC Preferred name 
Suffolk CC Suffolk Council 
 
Pattern B 
Constituent Area ABC Preferred name 
Ipswich BC, parts of Suffolk Coastal, Babergh, Mid 
Suffolk DCs 

Ipswich & Felixstowe Council 

Remainder of Suffolk CC Rural Suffolk Council 
 
 
 
Peter Boyce (Chairman) 
On behalf of the Association of British Counties 

Government Statement 1st April 1974: The new county boundaries are solely for the purpose of local government. They are administrative areas, 
and will not alter the traditional boundaries of counties, nor is it intended that the loyalties of people living in them will change. 




