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Submission to the Boundary Committee for England’s Norfolk and Suffolk Structural 

Reviews 
 
The Association of British Counties exists to promote the continuing importance of the historic 
counties of the UK to the culture, geography and history of the nation. We believe that all structural 
reviews of local government provide an opportunty to establish an identity for local government 
which is distinct from that of the historic counties. This would be to the huge advantage of both local 
government and the historic counties.  
 
When modern local government was first created (in 1888) the areas of its ‘administrative counties’ 
were based on the historic counties, though the two were always understood to be distinct entities. 
Following the major local government reforms of the 1960s, 1974, 1986 and the 1990s, few local 
authorities now have an area anything like any historic county. The Government has consistently 
maintained that these local government reforms did not alter the historic counties. Nonetheless,  the 
public is confused and often mistakenly believes that historic counties have been altered or 
abolished by local government changes. There are 2 main reasons for this confusion: 

1. the phrase ‘county council’ is still used to describe top-tier local authorities, although few of 
these authorities have an area close to that of any historic county;  

2. many local government areas still use the (unqualifiued) name of an historic county, despite 
having an area much smaller than that of the historic county whose name they borrow.  

 
This ‘county confusion’ has a detrimental effect on both local government and the historic counties:  
public acceptance of local authorities can be compromised by the perception that they have 
replaced cherished historic counties; the important role of the historic counties in the national life is 
undermined.  
 
The solution is to ensure that local government has a set of terminology and local authority names 
which give it an identity totally distinct from that of the historic counties. This requires an end to the 
use of the phrase ‘county council’ to describe local authorities and an end to the inappropriate, 
unqualified use of historic county names by local authorities. 
 

Government Statement 1st April 1974: The new county boundaries are solely for the purpose of local government. They are administrative areas, 
and will not alter the traditional boundaries of counties, nor is it intended that the loyalties of people living in them will change. 
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ABC has no views on the structure of local government. Its concern is that the names and 
terminology of local government do not perpetuate the confusion in the public mind between local 
government and the historic counties. Hence, we request that, in making recommendations to the 
Secretary of State on the names of the proposed new local authorities, the Boundary Committee 
follows the following ethos: 

• None of the new unitary authorities should use the style ‘County Council’. They should be 
known simply as ‘Council’; 

• None of the new unitary authorities should make unqualified use of an historic county name. 
 

Specifically with regards to the Norfolk and Suffolk Structural review(s), we suggest that the 
following names would be appropriate for the proposed new authorities.  
 
Main Proposal 
Constituent Area ABC Preferred name 
Norfolk CC and the Lowestoft area from 
Waveney DC (Suffolk CC) 

Norfolk & Lowestoft Council 

Ipswich, parts of Babergh and St Edmundsbury 
DCs  

Ipswich & Felixstowe Council 

Suffolk CC, apart from parts into Norfolk UA and 
Ipswich & Felixstowe UA 

Rural Suffolk Council 

 
Alternative Proposal 
Constituent Area ABC Preferred name 
Norwich BC, Great Yarmouth BC, Lowestoft 
area of Waveney DC. 

Norwich, Great Yarmouth & Lowestoft Council 

Norfolk CC, apart from part in Norwich, Great 
Yarmouth & Lowestoft UA 

Rural Norfolk Council 

Suffolk CC, apart from parts in Norwich, Great 
Yarmouth & Lowestoft UA 

Rural Suffolk Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Boyce (Chairman) 
On behalf of the Association of British Counties 
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26.09.08 
Dear Sir 
 
It is with some concern that The Amy Robsart Village Hall Committee learnt of 
the proposed Local Government Review which would appear to favour a 
single unitary authority covering the whole of Norfolk and including Lowestoft 
in Suffolk. 
 
We are concerned that a large body, based some 50 to 60 miles away from 
our communities, would not be able to best serve the needs of this and other 
rural villages in the north and west of the county.   
 
In 2006, our local King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council helped, by 
grant funding, to ensure that this Hall (built in the 1840s) could carry out a 
total replacement of its slate roof.  Without this repair we would have had to 
close the Hall.  We have just received a further grant from them for the 
purchase of a projector to show current box office films to this rural 
community.  We are also about to benefit from another grant to purchase a 
bowls mat and trolley for our elderly bowls team.   
 
We are concerned that this focus on the local, often isolated, villages and their 
needs would not be best served by a large and remote unitary authority and 
would urge the Boundary Committee to reconsider this proposal. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Avril MacArthur 
Secretary to the Trustees Amy Robsart (Syderstone) Village Hall 

Amy Robsart (Syderstone) Village Hall – Registered Charity No. 271842 
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